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Introduction 
 

 This book is a compilation of stories of the Jim and Hattie Arwine Anderson 

Family.  Daniel and Julia Arwine, early settlers in Hurst, provide the beginning of a rich 

heritage of their offspring, many of which remain in the Mid-Cities area.  The story 

begins in 1865 when Daniel and Julia Arwine brought their family to Hurst, in a covered 

wagon from Indiana. 

 

 Contained in the book are also stories of the early history of the descendants of 

Jim Anderson. 

 

 It is the attempt of the family descendants to present our family from early 

pioneer life in Hurst, as well as to capture a bit of the life in the fast lane of the nineties.  

It is with a debt of love and gratitude to the family members who have contributed 

pictures and stories to make this undertaking possible. 

 

 This book has been compiled with the most accurate information available at the 

time of printing.  Any corrections (Please include page number to be corrected) can be 

sent to Bill Hoffman, 6504 Boulder Court, North Richland Hills, Texas 76180 or Email 

to billyh@imagin.net. 

 

 A special thanks to William ñBillò Hoffman, who has spent hours and hours at the 

computer and scanner assisting in compiling this book. 

 

     Compiled by: 

 

     Hattie Belle Cribbs 

     Georgia Duncan 

     Mary Ruth Ellis 

     Ruby Lee Piester 

 

 

Pictured on the Cover: 

 

 

Jim and Hattie Arwine Andersonôs Home in Hurst, Texas in the early 1900ôs. 

 

 

 Jim and Hattie Arwine Anderson with their ten children. 

Front Row:  Ernest, Jim holding Gene, Hattie, Georgia  

Second Row:  Willie, Bertha, Ida, Mae, Eva, Maude, Minnie 
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Around HURST* 
 

HURST TIME LINE  

 

1865 Daniel and Julia Arwine move to area from Indiana. 

1870 William Letchworth Hurst and family move to area from Tennessee. 

1876 The Rev. Marion Isham establishes Ishamôs Chapel. 

1879 Land donated for Arwine church, school and cemetery. 

1880 Souder family arrives in the area. 

Early 1890s Thomas and Florence schools established. 

1903 Rock Island Railroad builds a depot and names it Hurst. 

1911 Hurst school built. 

1927 Hurst library establishes a country station. 

1936 Souder family opens grocery store that becomes focal point for 

community. 

1951 Hurst incorporates. 

1952 Volunteer fire department established. 

1953 Bell Aircraft Corp. and Amon Carter Field open;  Hurst Police 

Department established. 

1968 Tarrant County Junior College opens Northeast Campus. 

1972 North East Mall opens. 

1974 D/FW Airport opens. 

 

*  Excerpt from: 

 

 Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

Thursday, November 28, 1996 

By Jo Virgil  

Special to the Star-Telegram 
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Chapter I 

The Arwine Family 
 

 
 

HATTIE ARWINE ANDERSON 

 

Pictured here in 1954 on her eighty sixth birthday.  She was born in 1868 to  

Daniel and Julia Arwine, who arrived in Hurst, Texas in 1865.  She enjoyed wonderful 

health and lived to celebrate her ninety first birthday in 1960. 

 

She was known to her family as ñMaò or ñGrandmaò;  A  

lady with a beautiful smile and always a twinkle in her eye!
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ARWINE SISTERS 

Daughters of Daniel and Julia Arwine 

 

Jim and Hattie Arwine Anderson Emmit and Belle Arwine Jones 
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Ida Anderson  

(Daughter of Hattie Anderson) 

Carrie Jones (Daughter of Belle Jones) 

Enoch Arwineôs Daughters 

Bess and Jewel 

 

 

 
 

Early 1900ôs Family gathering at Jim and Hattie  

Arwine Andersonôs Home Place on the prairie. 

 

George Anderson, Jim Anderson, Hattie Arwine Anderson, Enoch  

Arwine, Annie Arwine, Emmitt Jones, Belle Arwine Jones.
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Chapter I 

The Arwine Family 

A Brief History of the Arwine Family  
 

 

 Jesse Arwine, a brother of Daniel Arwine, resided near Arlington, Texas.  He was 

the first of the Arwines to come to  Texas, arriving in 1860. 

 

 Daniel Arwine came to Texas in 1865.  He was an extensive land owner in 

Tarrant County, in the Hurst area.  There was no church, school, or cemetery in the area.  

On June 23, 1879, Daniel Arwine deeded six acres for school, church, and cemetery 

purposes.  This is the present Arwine Cemetery. 

 

 The school was first called Red Sulphur Spring School, which was later known as 

the Arwine School.  There was a spring at the foot of the hill that furnished the water 

supply for the school. 

 

 Daniel Arwineôs home was a double log house located in the present vicinity of 

Brown Trail on the East and Pipe Line Road on the South.  This log house was located on 

his farm where he was engaged in farming.  He was also U.S. Marshall.  His two oldest 

sons were deputies - John and Dave.  The third deputy was Whit Collins.  Prisoners were 

kept in Danielôs home overnight, then carried to Fort Worth on horseback. 

 

 The Jeff Souder family came to Texas in 1880.  They came by train to Fort Worth 

from Indiana.  Jeff Souder was married to Mary Ellen East, who was  a niece of Daniel 

Arwine.  The Jeff Souder family was met at the train by Dave Arwine, who brought them 

out by wagon to Daniel Arwineôs home to stay. 

 

 In 1881, Enoch and Sarah Sexton and their family came to Daniel Arwineôs by 

wagon from Indiana.  Sarah Sexton was a sister of James Arwine.  Sarah was Daniel 

Arwineôs aunt.  It took seventeen wagons and one hack for this family to come to Texas.  

They were on the road ten weeks.  Sarah and Enoch rode in the hack.  At night the 

wagons were placed in a circle to form a lot.  This was to feed the horses and also to 

prevent the Indians from stealing the horses.  When the Indians were heard coming, they 

would shoot out into the woods to halt them. 

 

 All of the relatives, with the exception of one son, came in this wagon train.  The 

children who came were Dave and his wife, Lizzie, a son, John; a daughter, Sarah, 

married to Sol Robertson, who had five girls - Belle, Etta, Annie, Minnie and Alice. 

 

 Jim and Polly Hackney were also on the wagon train.  Jim Hackney was Sol 

Robertsonôs cousin. 
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The Arwine History  

 

 This family sketch was prepared in June 1957 by Hattie Arwine Anderson. This 

goes back as far as she had record.  In April 1962, more research was completed on this 

family history by Bertha Anderson Reeves and Willie Anderson Reeves - two daughters 

of Hattie Arwine Anderson *. 

 

John Arwine - came to America in the middle of the 17th Century.  His brother,  

   Daniel, settled in England.  John had a son named John, which will 

    be referred to as John No. 2. 

 

 

John Arwine - married Eva Gooden in 1798.  Their son, James, was born in 1799. 

No. 2   

 

James Arwine - was born in Pennsylvania on September 23, 1799.  James grew to  

    manhood in East Tennessee, was married to Mary Martin.  He and 

   Mary moved to Indiana in 1833.  In 1869 they moved to Tarrant 

   County, Texas, where he and his wife and their son, Daniel, died  

   and were buried in the Arwine Cemetery.  James and Mary had 

   thirteen children.  This their family and grandchildren: 

 

 
 

JULIA BARROW ARWINE 

 

*  - In Appendix A further research:  Ancestors of Hattie Lou Arwine, as researched  

            by Dr. David Riddel, grandson of Minnie Anderson McClure. 
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Family Member Husband or Wife Children 

John S. Harriet Amanda Manville (3 died in childhood) 

  Harriet 

  Lena 

  Silvanus 

  Lotta Ruth 

  James Tevis 

  John S. 

   

Elizabeth Neil East (Howard & Jim Died when young) 

  Mary Ellen 

  Dave Alec 

  James Teves 

   

Daniel Julia Barrow (2 died in infancy) 

  Katy & Andrew died young 

  John 

  Dave 

  Isaac 

  Mary 

  Hattie 

  Belle 

  Enoch 

  Lewis 

   

Jesse Lizzie (2 sons died young) 

  Mandie 

  Mary 

   

James or Jim  Mary 

  Anna 

  Belle 

  Lena 

  Jesse 

  Dan 

  Sallly 

  Lou Tesa 

  Tena 

  Will 

   

Isaac (Killed in Battle)  

   

Kate or Katerine Bill Murphy No Children 

   

Enoch or Sec Adelaide Will 

  Emma 

  Lyman 

  Mary 

  Bessie 

   

David (Dave) Mandy Elkins Mary Lottie 

  Arnold 

   

Thomas Jane Emma 

  Doll 

  (Jim died young) 

   

Howard  Alice 

  (2 children died in infancy) 
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 Mary Ellen East was the daughter of Elizabeth and Neil East and a grand- 

daughter of James Arwine.  Mary Ellen married Jeff Souder.  This is their family: 

 
Family Member Husband or Wife Children 

Elbert E. Etta Robertson and Annie 
Robertson 

Doanie (Adam Cannon, Husband) 

  Henry (Ina Smith, Wife) 

  Mae (Lige Wilkerson, Husband) 

  Hiram (Grace Keith, Wife) 

  Jeff 

  Jugh (Edith Anderson, Wife) 

   

Milt Belle Hurst Bertha (Assa Hedrick, Husband) 

  Roscoe 

  Richard (Emma Roberson, Wife) 

  Sylvia (C.J. Emmons, Husband) 

  Milton 

   

Sarah Lizzie Bell French  

   

Howard Mattie Lucas  

   

Nellie Nuck Sexton  

   

Curtis Nola French  

   

Essie Jim French Homer 

  Marshall 

  Joy 

  Leon 

  Edna 

  Ethel 

  Jamie 

  Neil 

  Eldridge 

  (And others) 
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Daniel Arwine - Julia Barrow 

 

 According to the 1870 census on file in Tarrant County, Daniel was born in 

Tennessee.  He moved to Brown County, Indiana in 1843, where he married Julia Ann 

Barrow.  There were five children born in Indiana - John, Dave, Isaac, Mary and Katy.  

Two died in infancy.  Five children were born in Texas - Hattie, Andrew, Belle, Enoch, 

and Lewis. 

 

 Five of the children of Daniel and Julia Arwine are listed with their families as 

follows: 

 

 
Family Member Husband or Wife Children Husband or Wife 

Mary Marshall Levan Annie Henry Valentine 

  Bessie Richard Redford 

  Dan  

  Ethel  

  Will Emma 

  Carrie Roger Harper 

  Arfa  

  Clint  

  Ina  

  Ruby Fortner  

  Buster  

  Fannie  

    

Hattie Jim M. Anderson Maude Ben Arthur 

  Ida Steve Arthur 

   Joe Scott 

  Minnie Roy McClure 

  Ernest Florence Bailes 

   Molly Wilkerson 

  Bertha Linnie Reeves 

   Ernest Reves 

  Mae John Hackney 

  Willie Guy Reeves 

  Eva Neil Portwood 

  Georgia Bill Ward 

  Gene Martine King 

    

Belle Emmitt Jones Carrie Frank Easley 

  Mamie Edgar Moody 

  Ollie Dr. C. C. Curtis 

  Eunice Lawyer Green 

  Lona Hiram Moody 

  Ray Jewel OôShield 

  Floyd  

  Lemoine Jeter 

  Bill  
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Family Member Husband or Wife Children Husband or Wife 

Enoch Annie Mays Jewel Sherman Glass 

  Bess Dillard Jones 

  Dan  

  Lee Sam Carter 

  Bernice  

  John Bessie 

    

Lewis Maggie French Lyman  

  Ira  

  Minnie Lou  

  Basil  

  Cassie  

  Edd  

  Hattie  

  L. M.  

 

 
 

 

Lewis Arwine, wife Maggie (French), and children Lyman and Ira.
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Hattie Arwine Anderson was born October 8, 1868, and died January 16, 1960.  Jim 

Mordecai Anderson was born May 30, 1859 and died March 14, 1936. 

 

 This is the family of Hattie Arwine and Jim M. Anderson on this date (April 10, 

1962): * 

 

 
Children Husband 

or Wife 
Grand 

Children 
Husband 
or Wife 

Great Grand Children 

Maude Ben Arthur James A. Ruth Bradley Linda 

    Paula 

  Fay Carl Whittle Carlene 

  Marie John Crow Frances 

    John 

  Veva Sam Wren Helen 

    Sammy 

     

Ida Steve Arthur    

 Joe Scott    

     

Minnie Roy McClure Grace Dale Buffington Martha 

    Bobby 

  Hazel O. R. Riddle David 

  Robert Yvonne Washburn Ronny 

    Diane 

     

     

Ernest Florence Bailes Marzella   

    Marvin Edith Sweeney Phyllis 

    Susie 

    Jeanie 

 Molly Wilkerson Thomas   

  James Phillip Mary Ann George  

     

Bertha Linnie Reeves Hattie Belle Lewis Cribbs Lennie Lou 

  Pryor Georgia Johnson Gary 

    Jimmy 

     

Mae John Hackney Ruby Lee Jim Piester  

  John Elosie Johnny 

     

Willie H. Guy Reeves Georgia Herman Duncan  

  Mary Ruth Norman Ellis Deana 

    David 

     

Eva Neil Portwood Ray   
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Children Husband 
or Wife 

Grand 
Children 

Husband 
or Wife 

Great Grand Children 

Georgia Bill Ward Patricia Don Cox Donna 

     

Gene Martine King Gene Becky Pack Sherri 

  Bryan Lou A. Shadow Cindy 

  Alvin Jane Ranondo Christy 

  Wendell Marcia Hearn  

  Monty   

  Terry   

  Jerry   

 

 
 

Georgia Ward, holding Terry Anderson, Hattie Arwine Anderson,  

Hattie Cribbs, Maude Arthur.  Family gathered in the background  

ready to celebrate ñMaôsôò 82nd birthday in 1950. 

 

 

 

 

 

Toddler Donna Cox, shown trying to get a 

bite of birthday cake in 1958.  It appears 

ñMaò has a knife in her hand preparing to 

cut a piece for Donna.  This is the 90th 

Birthday Celebration for ñMaò. 

 

* - Updated 1996:  Chapter V 
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Personal Sketches 

 

Columbus, Indiana 

1855 
 

 

Dr. John S. Arwine 

 

 Eldest son of James and Mary Arwine and brother of Daniel Arwine. 

 

 Dr. John S. Arwine, of this city, is probably the oldest practicing physician in this 

section, as well as one of Columbusô oldest and best citizens, being now nearly eighty 

years of age.  He still makes regular calls either in city or country, often making long 

rides on horseback or in buggy to the rural districts.  He has been, until very recently, 

county health officer. 

 

 His ancestry -- About the middle of the seventeenth century, John and Daniel 

Arwine, his brother, left Germany because of the frequent outbreaks of petty wars, and 

went to England, where Daniel bought a Captainôs commission in the English Army and 

was assigned to service in the Kingôs body guards.  John emigrated to America and 

settled in the Shenandoah Valley, in the Virginia Colony, now Rodkingham County, and 

when the struggle of independence came, he united with colonists and fought under 

George Washington throughout the Revolution.  When he was discharged, he returned to 

his home and family in the Shenandoah Valley, where his son, John, had well near grown 

to manhood.  As it soon became necessary to protect the frontier from the depredations of 

the Indians and French, John volunteered in militia company and was sent to Northern 

Pennsylvania, and after a time was stationed in Reading, Pennsylvania, where he formed 

the acquaintance of Miss Eva Gooden, a young lady who had emigrated with her parents 

from Germany.  They were married in 1798 and went to housekeeping in Reading, where 

their son, James, was born September 23, 1799. 

 

 A few years afterward, the father and grandfather (John) died at his home in 

Virginia, and his son John, with his family moved to the parental home in the 

Shenandoah Valley, where he resided for a time, then with other neighbors, sold their 

Virginia possessions and emigrated to East Tennessee, where James grew into manhood.  

He met and married Miss Mary Martin, of Scotch and German decent.  They resided in 

West Tennessee until the autumn of 1833, when they moved to Indiana and settled in 

Lawrence County.  John was engaged in farming and the port trade, but was broken up in 

the panic of 1841.  In 1843, he bought a farm in Brown County, near the corner of 
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Monroe County, where he resided until 1869, when he moved to Tarrant County, Texas.  

He and his wife and their son, Daniel, died and were buried there. 

 

 To them were born thirteen children - three daughters and ten sons.  The first 

born, a daughter, died in infancy, as did the tenth son.  Eleven attained maturity - John S. 

Arwine, the oldest son, born January 4, 1824 on Clinch River, Anderson County, 

Tennessee;  Elizabeth, wife of Neal East, who died of erysipelas in Lawrence County in 

Mary 1855;  William II died in Brown County, his father being an invalid for 35 years;  

Daniel, as above stated, died in Texas;  Jesse now resides near Arlington, Texas, where 

he has lived since 1860;  Isaac lived in Iowa, and when the Civil War broke out he 

became a member of the 9th Iowaôs Regiment Volunteers, and was killed at  the battle of 

Pea Ridge;  Nicholas James Arwine resides in Brown County, near Eldinsville;  

Catherine resides with her husband at Bentonville, Arkansas;  Enoch moved to 

California, where he died in 1899;  David L. now resides in Oklahoma, near Hobart, an 

invalid from a  fall on the railroad while on guard duty in 1865;  Thomas A. was 

murdered at the railroad bridge six miles north of Bedford, Indiana early in 1878. 

 

 When the Civil War came on in 1861, the father and six sons entered the service 

and all were honorably discharged except Isaac, who was killed as above stated.  Jesse 

had his face powder-burned by his rear man in the charge at Buzzardôs Roost, from which 

he lost his right eye;  and David L. slipped and fell on the railroad near Dalton, Georgia, 

from which injury he is an invalid. 

 

 John S., the eldest of the family, was virtually thrown upon his own resources in 

1842, and in 1844 he suffered from rheumatism and could scarcely walk for two years.  

At the insistence of his physician, W. H. Fee, he began the study of medicine in January 

1846.  When war was declared with Mexico, he and his father volunteered in Captain 

Taggartôs Company, 3rd Reg. Ind. Vol.  John S., being the eldest in the family, thought it 

his duty to go home and look after the interests of the family, which he did, but when his 

father returned in July 1817, he again took up the study of medicine, and taught two 

terms of school, three months each, and attended the medical college of Ohio in the 

winter of 1849-50, after which he began the practice of medicine at Nashville, Brown 

County, in June 1850.  He practiced until the winter of 1852-53, when he again attended 

lectures at the Ohio Medical College, after which he returned to Nashville and practiced 

his profession until April 1868.  He moved to Columbus, where he now resides and 

practices his profession of necessity. 

 

 He was married to Harriet Amanda Manville on May 30, 1854, and to them were 

born nine children - four girls and five boys.  The firstborn, a daughter, died in childhood, 

also two sons.  The others all reached maturity.  The second, a daughter, Harriet Amanda, 

wife of Jos. A. Arnold, now resides in Washington D. C.  The third daughter, Lena K. 

married Baker S. Ruddick, and died in Columbus;  Silvanus M. died in Bowlin Green, 

Kentucky on October 18, 1896, where he was a railroad employee;  Lotta Ruth studied 

medicine and graduated from the Medical Department of the University of Michigan, 

then spent one year as assistant to Dr. Burnett in studying the eye, ear, nose and throat, 

then for four months was assistant to Dr. Reynolds, after which she married John W. 
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Suverkrup.  She now resides in the City of Columbus and practices her specialty;  James 

Teves studied and graduated in Pharmacy, the Medicine, and graduated from the Medical 

Department of the University of Sawaunee, Tennessee.  He was at the Battle of Santiago, 

Cuba, as a U.S.A. surgeon, and is now stationed as such at Camp Presidio, San Francisco, 

California;  John S. Jr. received an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, 

Maryland, from which he was graduated on February 2, 1903, and ordered to the Pacific 

squadron.  He is now on his way - a mid-shipman, and is assigned to the ship ñNew 

Yorkò. 

 

 Mr. Arwineôs wife died three years and nearly four months ago, but he has been 

spared to see all his children fairly educated and situated in life for which he thanks God 

and believes He has been blessed with health to work hard for good of those entrusted to 

his care. 

 

 ñI have been unfortunate,ò says Mr. Arwine, ñin loosing in six years after I 

 moved to Columbus by surety and otherwise, a great deal, but when that  

 was gone, I had no more to loose, so I had to work to keep the wolf from  

 the door and to educate my family.  When I take a retrospect of my life, I  

 find I have made many mistakes, and still I have not much to regret.  I have 

 lived as long as most men and hope when I lay the burden down to receive 

 a welcome home.ò 

 

 

       Dr. John S. Arwine 

       Brother of Daniel Arwine 
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Chapter II  

 
The Anderson Family 

 

 
 

JAMES (JIM) MORDECAI ANDERSONôS FAMILY 

(Pictured are his parents with some of his family) 

 

Front Row: Parents William A. Anderson and Martha Susan Smith-Weddle Anderson, 

Jim Anderson  

Back Row: Lizzie Anderson Lutes, Ed Anderson, Samara Anderson Lucas 

Note: Father William A. Anderson died in 1872;  after his death, his widow 

Martha Susan married George Lutes, and moved to Texas. 
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Early History of the Descendants of James 

Mordecai (Jim) Anderson Family * 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

BE IT KNOWN, 

 
 That I, A. Porter Hamblen have been a searching genealogist for more than forty years.  

 

 That I, Mary Jane Hamblen am the wife of A. Porter Hamblen and that my maiden name was 

Mary Jane Anderson, born October 1st, 1878 in Hamblen Township, Brown County, Indiana.  My father 

was William Albert Anderson, born January 12, 1850 in Brown County Indiana and my mother was 

Elizabeth Jane Smith, born October 28, 1858 in Brown County. 

 

 For the reason that my wife was Mary Jane Anderson, I,  A. Porter Hamblen has made research 

into the genealogy of the Anderson Family. 

 

 Through family Bibles and contact with William Albert Anderson mentioned above I have learned 

that the founder of the Anderson family in Indiana was Mary Anderson widow of Theopolus Anderson who 

died in the State of Kentucky before said Mary Anderson came and settled in Bartholomew County, 

Indiana during the 1830ôs. 

 

 It was revealed that said Mary Anderson was buried in a cemetery known as the Mooney 

Cemetery located near the village Kansas a few miles west and south of the city of Edinburg, Indiana. 

 

 About the year 1926, I A. Porter Hamblen and I, Mary Jane Hamblen visited that said Mooney 

cemetery and found among the tombstones in said cemetery a tombstone about twenty five inches tall, 

about twelve inches wide and about three inches thick, made from native gray sandstone. 

 

 On this tombstone was carved in legible letters and figures that bore the name Mary Anderson, 

born January 28, 1770.  Died January 27, 1841. 

 

 Further we, A. Porter Hamblen and Mary Jane Hamblen visited this said Mooney Cemetery upon 

two other occasions at a later date and on both occasions observed the same above mentioned tombstone 

with the same name Mary Anderson and the dates of 

her birth and death as mentioned above, Born January 28, 1770.  Died January 27, 1841. 

 

 Signed this the 20th day of August 1957. 

 

A. Porter Hamblen 

Mary Jane Hamblen 

 

 

 

 

 
*  Appendix A - Further research:  Ancestors of James (Jim) Mordecai Anderson  

    was researched by Dr. David Riddel grandson of Minnie Anderson McClure. 
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Anderson Family 

Genealogy 

Prepared by A. Porter Hamblen 

 

BE IT FURTHER KNOWN: 

 

 That about the year 1923 upon one occasion while visiting my wifeôs father 

William Albert Anderson that he related from memory the names of all the sons and 

daughters of his great grand father Theopolus and great grand mother Mary Anderson. 

 

 Said William Albert Anderson was particularly qualified to know and remember a 

great deal of the Anderson Family history for the reason that his mother died when he 

was about two years old leaving him an orphan.  On account of his being an orphan he 

was reared to manhood by living with various members of his kinsmen and heard the 

older of his kinsmen relate a great deal of the history and vital statistics of various 

families of his kinsmen. 

 

 Even after he reached manhood said William Albert Anderson worked as a 

laborer for manly of his kinsmen and learned from these kinsmen much of the family 

history and vital statistics of a great number of these kinsmen. 

 

 The names of the sons and daughters of said Theopolus (*) and Mary Anderson as 

remembered by said William Albert Anderson when related by him I, A. Porter Hamblen 

copied these names in a note book which I carried and to this day preserved.  These 

names are as follows: 

 

1.  John  2.  William 3.  Joseph 4.  James 5.  George 

 Two young sons died of typhoid fever while the family was living on  

 their homestead a few miles west and south of the city of Edinburg,  

 Indiana and were buried near the family residence. 

6.  Betsy 7.  Rachel 8.  Catherine 9.  Hannah 

 

 Said William Albert Anderson further related from his memory the information 

that follows after each of the sons and daughters names in chronological order and I 

copied his revelations in my note book mentioned above. 

 

1. John Anderson ( son of Theopolus and Mary) married and lived near 

Dupont, Jefferson County, Indiana.  Three of his sonôs names were remembered.  

Joseph who married and lived on his fatherôs old homestead near Dupont.  George 

who also lived near Dupont and a third son (name not remembered) was a school 

teacher that lived and died in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

 

 

*  1996 Study Note: Theopolus was Jim Mordecaiôs Great Grandfather. 

 

2.  William Anderson ( son of Theopolus and Mary) born in Kentucky,  
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married Sarah Coy a sister of William Coy a first settler on the south prong of 

Nineveh Creek in Brown County, Indiana.  He settled on 40 acres of land 

adjoining his brother Georgeôs land located in Hamblen Township, Brown County 

on the east which was later known as  the Pete Johnson farm.  He traded this 40 

acres to Johnson for a yoke of oxen and moved to Shelby County, Indiana before 

1850.  Their children were:  Joseph, Terrell, Perry, Payton, Mahaley who married 

G. E. (Dock) Runkles a wealthy farmer whose lands adjoined the city of Edinburg 

on the north-west corner.  They had several children. 

 

Mariah married Richard Pyle and lived near the town of Marietta Shelby County, 

Indiana.  He was a well to do farmer.  One son Harry Pyle was remembered. 

 

Lydia married ----------/Daugherty.  They lived in Johnson County, Indiana near 

the town of Needham.  Omer one of their sons remembered.  He had one son and 

a daughter. 

 

3.  Joseph (son of Theopolus and Mary) married and lived near Frankfort, Clinton, 

Indiana.  They had sons that were remembered, John and George.  George 

married a lady that was a preacher. 

 

Joseph lived part of his last days with his sisters, Patsy Coy and Sarah (Sally) 

Miller in Brown County, Indiana.  He had been a school teacher and a Methodist 

Class Leader. 

 

4.  James (son of Theopolus and Mary) married Mary (Polly) --- He entered 

government land in Nineveh Township, Johnson county, Indiana 1840ôs till his 

holdings amounted to 640 acres. 

 

      On a tract of his land was built a separate Baptist Church mostly through his                                                                       

influence and donations.  This church was known by the name The Lick Springs 

Church.  The names of their children remembered were: 

 

Son, William, three daughters, one married Harrison Smyzer, another married 

William Smyzer a brother of Harrison and a third married Maridy Wilkerson.  

They had one son that was remembered, Martin Wilkerson who was blind but a 

musician of talent.  James died on his homestead and was buried in the Lickspring 

Cemetery near the church. 

 

      At the interview with William Albert Anderson mentioned above he produced 

his large family Bible in which was inscribed the names and year of birth of each 

of the sons and daughters of his grandfather, George Anderson, from which I 

copied in my note book data as follows: 

 

 

5.  George Anderson (son of Theopolus and Mary) born, 1799 Elizabeth Cotton  

his wife. 
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Their childrenôs names and birth dates were set down as follows:  James, 

born, 1823, William A. born 1826, Mary, born, 1828, Patsey, born, 1830, Elijah, 

born, 1833, John W. born, 1835, Sarah, born 1838, George W., Born, 1841, 

Thomas E., born 1846. 

 

Note by A. Porter Hamblen:  Carved on a tombstone at the grave of said 

George Anderson located in a small (the first Anderson Cemetery) located about 

one fourth mile to the west of the newer and larger Anderson Cemetery, located in 

Hamlen Township, Brown County, Indiana I observed and copied the inscription: 

 

  George Anderson, born, April 17, 1799 

  Died September 4, 1858 

 

From other reliable information and records I found that said George 

Anderson entered and bought public lands beginning at the east line of Brown 

County, Indiana, beginning with Section 16, Township 10, Range 4 east till 

George Anderson at one time owned all of said Section 16 and four other sections 

of 640 acres each, one adjoining the other to the westward, a total of 

approximately 3200 acres, one mile wide north and south and five miles long east 

and west. 

 

This Land was covered with a heavy growth of fine native timber 

consisting of several varieties of oaks, hickories, the beech and other nut bearing 

shrubs.  This timber produced nuts and acorns in great abundance which made a 

growing and fattening food for swine. 

 

 Mr. Anderson took advantage of this natural mast and raised hogs in large 

numbers which roamed at will through the dense woods.  To keep these animals 

to some extent domesticated a feeding ground was maintained and at intervals 

feed mostly corn, was scattered and the hogs herded toward this feeding grounds. 

 

 Each year late in the autumn season the largest and fattest of the hogs were 

rounded up by Mr. Anderson, his sons and other hired help and were driven on 

foot overland to Madison, Indiana on the Ohio River some seventy five miles 

distant.  Several wagons drawn by horses and oxen followed the herd consisting 

of several hundred animals with supplies of feed for the hogs and work stock as 

well as food and camping supplies for the men. 

 

 It took some eight or ten days to reach Madison where the hogs were sold 

and supplies brought for the homes back in Brown County.  These supplies 

consisted of barrels of salt, sugar, the dark brown soft kind, and various other 

articles not to be had at that time where George Anderson and his family lived. 
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 A time of about two weeks was required to make the round trip, 

sometimes through adverse weather conditions, mud roads and swollen creeks 

and rivers. 

  

 The interest of George Anderson in church matters is revealed in that 

largely through his influence and donations a church house was built on his lands 

not far to the east of his own residence which was located on the southeast quarter 

of the south-east quarter of Section 17, Township 10, Range 4 east, in Hamblen 

Township, Brown County, Indiana. 

 

 This church was built of large hewn logs and considerable membership 

was enrolled.  After a few years this building was destroyed by fire and a second 

one much like the first was erected.  Again this building was burned down.  This 

fire took place after the death of George Anderson. 

 

 Soon after this second church was destroyed another commodious frame 

church was built about a half mile east of the old building site and a cemetery was 

started near the church building.  This church thrived with large membership.  It 

was named New Bethel Church, also called the Anderson Church.  It belonged to 

the Christian New Light denomination faith and practice. 

 

 At the time of his death George Anderson owned some city lots in 

Indianapolis where later was erected the Union Railway Station.  His 

administrator sold the lots for $12,000 and the proceeds were divided among his 

heirs. 

 

(6)  Betsey (a daughter of Theopolus & Mary)  was born in Kentucky. 

 

 When a small child she was kidnapped by Indians and carried away to parts 

unknown by her parents. 

 

 (Note:  Through research by Mrs. Gladys Richey of Clinton, Illinois it has been 

found of record in Frankfort, Kentucky that Betsey Anderson and Jacob Maxey were 

married in Garrard County, Kentucky November 24, 1810.  It would appear from this 

record that Betsey escaped from her Indian captors and found her way back to her former 

home land in Kentucky.) 

 

 To continue the story of Betsey Anderson as related by the above mentioned 

William Albert Anderson: 

 

 He said and I wrote down in my note book.  And I quote:  ñ Betsey was 

kidnapped by Indians in Kentucky and carried to Tippecanoe County, Indiana where she 

married a son of the Indian Chief White Feather.  This Chief deeded Betsey a large tract 

of land within the Indian Reservation in Tippecanoe County, Indiana. 
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 By this Indian Chiefôs son Betsey had two sons.  One son was named Lemon and 

the other son died.  At another place in said interview William Albert stated that Betsey 

Anderson daughter of Theopolus and married ______ Maxey. 

 

 (Note:  Mary Jane Hamblen relates from hearing her older relatives this story in 

connection with Betsey Maxey sister of her great grand father George Anderson; ie: 

 

 News reached George Anderson that his sister Betsey Maxey was in a poor house 

in Tippecanoe County.  That he took with him his daughter Sarah (Sally) and each rode 

horseback to Tippecanoe County and returned bringing with them Georgeôs sister Betsey 

Maxey.) 

 

 Further interview with William Albert Anderson related that Betsey Maxey gave 

her brother George Anderson a Power of Attorney to look after her financial affairs.  

George took up the matter of her interests in the above mentioned lands in the Indian 

Reservation in Tippecanoe County and was working on it at the time of his death 

September 4, 1858. 

 

 One Maberry Skidmore was appointed administrator George Andersonôs estate 

and continued to investigate Betseyôs claim  to these Indian lands but if he never 

recovered anything from them, he never reported it in his final settlement of George 

Andersonôs estate.  According to William Albertôs statement which I copied in my 

notebook there was a feeling among the Anderson heirs that Administrator Skidmore may 

have derived some benefit from a settlement for these Indian lands that he never turned 

into the resources of George Andersonôs estate, nor to Betsey Maxey.  Where she spent 

her last days and died at is not known to this writer. 

 

 (7) Rachel Anderson, (daut. of Thelop. & Mary) never married. 

 

(8)  Catherine Anderson (daut. of Thelop. & Mary) married  _____ Deny.  No 

further record of her obtained. 

 

 Further record copied from the family Bible of William Albert Anderson is as 

follows: 

 

 William Anderson (son of George and Elizabath (Cotton) was born December 31, 

1826.  Married Polly Ann Chandler, born September 16, 1828, daughter of William and 

Frances (Coy) Chandler.  She died October 3, 1852.  Buried in Lick Spring Cemetery, 

Johnson County, Indiana.  A tombstone marks her grave. 

 

 He died Feb. 19, 1872, the result of an accident while extracting a wagon which 

had mired down in a muddy road near his home in Johnson Township, Brown County, 

Indiana.  He was buried in the first established Anderson Cemetery near his fatherôs 

homestead in Hamblen Township, Brown County, Indiana.  A tombstone marks his 

grave. 
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 They had two sons; 

  George Washington, born, September 5, 1848 

  William Albert, born, January 12, 1850 

 

 He married second (date not given)  Martha Susan Smith-Weddle, born 

November 4, 1832, daughter of Elijah and Lucinda (Walker) Smith, in Brown County, 

Indiana. 

 

 Martha Susan had married first, Mordecai Weddle in Brown County.  They had 

one son William Jackson Weddle, born October 11, 1851.  (Mordecai Weddle died of T. 

B. at the age of 28 years.  He buried in Taggart Cemetery, Hamblen Township, Brown 

County.  A tombstone marks his grave.  A note by A. Porter Hamblen) 

 

 (Another note by A. Porter Hamblen) Mordecai and Martha Susan (Smith) 

Weddle had one son, William Jackson, born, October 11, 1851, in Brown County.  He 

(William Jackson) married Settie Griner, daughter of Jacob and _____Griner.  They lived 

and reared a family on Greasy Creek near Nashville, Brown County, Indiana.  They had 

four sons; 

 

 Alonzo Everett who was Supt. of Brown County State Park for a number of years 

and County Road Supt. of Brown County, 1957.  George D. who was Deputy Sheriff of 

Johnson County, Indiana at one time.  Freemont who was Sheriff of Brown Co., 1930.  

Raymond, daughters, Susan married ____ Maxwell, Fern, never married. 

 

 I further copied from the records in the family Bible of William Albert Anderson 

as follows; ie; sons and daughters of William A. and Martha Susan (Smith-Weddle) 

Anderson. 

 

 Samara, born, Dec. 12, 1856.  Hannah Lucinda, born March 12, 1858.  James 

Mordecai, born May 30, 1859.  Francis Marion, born, Feb. 11, 1862.  Edward Narret, 

born July 19, 1864.  Elizabeth Sirerah, born April 16, 1866.  Elijah M. born, May 16, 

1868 all in Brown County, Indiana.  William A. the father died Feb. 19, 1872 on a farm 

he owned in Johnson Township, Brown Co. 

 

 (Note:  After Williamôs death his widow Martha Susan married third, George 

Lutes.  About the year 1880, Martha Susan with her husband, George Lutes moved away 

to a community about midway between Dallas and Ft. Worth, Texas near a town near 

Birdville, where her descendants are still numerous, 1957. 
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Anderson Family Pictures 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lizzie Anderson Lutes 

 

 

 

Jim Anderson and other family members, 

early 1900ôs.  Jim pictured sixth from left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Anderson and wife Elishia, Gilbert, 

Helen, and Ellijah Anderson 
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A Personal Story éé 
William A. Anderson Bear Story 

as related by 

William Albert Anderson, his son. 

Copied by A. Porter Hamblen. 

 One evening while still a young man at his 

fatherôs home, his father George sent him into the 

woodland near the family home to drive into the 

milking lot the milk cows that supplied milk for the 

family. 

 

 On this trip while passing the head of one 

of the numerous hollows or ravines that marked the 

woodland areas of Brown County, Indiana, he spied 

in a clump of thick brush, briers, and vines a big 

black bear all curled up and fast asleep. 

 

 

 

 

 He knew better than to disturb Mr. Bruin 

but hurried on to the family home and reported what 

he had found.  At once it was decided that his 

brothers and probably the father George would call 

in the trusted dogs and take along the ever ready 

muzzle loading rifle gun and proceed to the bearôs 

den and make fight on him with the hope that they 

might bring in some of the highly prized bear meat. 

 The hiding place of the bear was reached 

with every thing in good fighting order.  The attack 

was at once begun by a shot by one of the posse but 

was not well enough directed and the bear was 

slightly wounded.  He thus aroused and sallied forth 

in the direction of his attackers. 

 
 

The dogs who had met bears on other occasions needed no urging but flew at Mr. Bear with tooth 

and nail.  A lively melee followed with dogs and men along  with the bear all taking a generous hand.  But 

in spite of all the attackers Mr. Bear made his escape into the dense woods and gathering shadows of the 

evening. 

 

The next morning after the bear fight by the Andersons about three miles away over on Big Salt 

Creek Uncle Green Graham, the pioneer blacksmith of the communnity had his blacksmithôs shop by a 

roadside.  He arrived early to begin his dayôs smithing. 

 

 When Uncle Green opened his shop door to his surprise there laid curled up under his forge and 

bellows a big brown bear.  The first weapon he spied was  big sledgehammer.  This he seized without delay 

and made at his intruder.  A well directed blow with the hammer subdued the bear and he was killed by 

another blow or two. 

 

 Examination of the carcus revealed that he had a gunshot wound.  In a day or two the story of the 

bear fight by the Andersons reached Uncle Greenôs shop.  By putting the two stories together it was 

decided that the bear after being wounded wondered his way to Uncle Greenôs shop and had taken refuge 

therein since he was sickened from his wound inflicted by the Andersons. 
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 Be it further known that about the date mentioned above, ie; 1925, I, A. Porter 

Hamblen in an interview with William Albert Anderson mentioned above, copied in my 

note book the following information as recited by him from memory, ie; 

 

 William Coy and his wife Catherine (Chandler) Coy were the first of the Coy 

family to settle in Hamblen Township, Brown County, Indiana, in the early part of the 

1840ôs. 

 

 Said William Coy had two sisters, Frances and Sarah Coy.  Frances married 

William Chandler, a brother of Catherine (above).  Sarah Coy sister of William above 

married William Anderson son of Theopolus and Mary Anderson mentioned above. 

 

 William and Catherine Coy had children: 

(1)  Richard Coy (no further mention) 

(2)  Samuel Coy married Martha (Patsey) Anderson, Daughtery of George and 

Elizabeth (Cotton) Anderson mentioned above. 

(3)  James Coy (no further mention) 

(4)  John Coy married Sarah (Sally) Anderson sister of Martha above, he died in 

the Union Army during the war between the States. 

 

 Frances Coy and her husband William Chandler had children: 

(1)  Mathew who married and lived on Nineveh Creek, Hamblen Township. B. C. 

(2)  Robert married and lived in Taylorsville, Bathlolomew Co., Indiana. 

(3)  Betsey married William Nevill and lived in Hamblen Township, Brown Co.  

They had children:  James, Thomas, Lewis, Mary who married John Wycoff, 

Edward and another daughter. 

(4)  Mary (Polly) Ann married William A. Anderson son of Thomas and Elizabeth 

(Cotton) Anderson. 

(5)  Jane married Thomas Ecton.  Lived and died in Franklin, Ind. 

(6)  John, married, lived in Franklin and died in that city. 

(7)  Albert (Bert) lived in Franklin, was killed in a log wagon accident. 

(8)  Thomas, married and lived west of Edinburg, Indiana. 

(9)  Deliah (lilla) married ñGoozò Wells and moved to Illinois. 

 

 Sarah Coy sister of William Coy (First settler on Nineveh Creek above married 

William Anderson son of Theopolus and Mary Anderson above. 

 

  Signed this the 20th day of August 1957. 

 

 

       A. Porter Hamblen. 
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James Anderson, (Son of Theopolus and Mary (Lear) Anderson) born in Kentucky and 

came to Bartholomew County, Indiana with his widowed mother Mary with other 

members of her family of eleven children.  He after his marriage entered government 

land, where later was built the Lick Springs Church in Johnson county, Indiana. 

 

 Mrs. Gladys Richey of Clinton, Illinois has contributed the following information 

about his family found from various reliable sources.  His wife was Mary (Polly).  It is 

thought that they had 12 children.  The following names have been established for 

certain; ie: 

 

(1)  James, born, 1830, married, April 15, 1852, Martha Jones Waler. 

(2)  Sarah Jane, ----, married, May 17, 1852, William D. Ambser. 

(3)  George W., ----, married ----, 1861, Eliza Jane Holecroft 

(4)  Amelia, ----, married August 27, 1856, Harrison Smyzer. 

(5)  Martha E. ----, married August 28, 1867, Bluford Richardson. 

(6)  William, ----, married December 21, 1864, Emeline Slack. 

(7)  Nancy, ----, married ---- --, ---- Maridy Wilkerson. 

(8)  David, ----, married October 2, 1849, Elizabeth H. Slack. 

(9)  Elizabeth, ----, married ---- --, ---- Allen Henry. 

(10)  ------? 

(11)  ------? 

(12) -------? 
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Memorandum By A. Porter Hamblen, R. R. 3 

1957       Franklin, Indiana 

 

 Research work by Mrs. Gladys Richey of Clinton, Illinois herself an Anderson 

descendent has found United States War Department records that show that one Spencer 

Anderson served as a soldier in the Revolutionary War in the 3rd Regiment of the 

Continental Line and was granted a pension of $96.00 annually which began September 

7, 1818, age 84 years while he was a resident of Fauquire County, Virginia. 

 

 It seems probable that he was the father of Theopolus Anderson husband of Mary 

Anderson progenitor of all the Anderson families early settlers of Bartholomew and 

Brown Counties, Indiana in the early 1840s. 

 

 Mrs. Richey also found early marriage record in Faugquier County, Virginia as 

follows; 

  

 Theopolus Anderson and Molly (Mary) Lear, married Oct. 27, 1788. 

 

 Corneluis Anderson and Katy Riddle were married, Oct. 3, 1790. 

 

 Joseph Anderson and Charlotte Freemen, Married Dec. 11, 1790.  Mrs Richey 

theorized that these Andersons may have been brothers and sons of Spencer Anderson. 

 

 That Theopolus Anderson moved to Kentucky is shown by a tax list from Garrard 

County, Kentucky for the year 1794 which showed; 

 Theopolus Anderson assessed with, 1 tithe and two negroes. 

 

 George Lear, assessed with, 1 tithe and one negro. 

 

1796. Same County, Theopolus Anderson, assessed 100 acres on Paint Lick 

Creek. 

1797. Also Garrard County, Kentucky; 

 

 Cornelius Anderson on Sugar Creek, 1 tithe and 2 horses. 

  

 George Anderson, 1 tithe and two horses. 

 

1801. Theopolus Anderson, two males over 16 and three horses. 

 

1816. Theopolus Anderson and John Anderson names appear but no property 

listed. 

 

 1818.  Theopolus Anderson, 85 acres on Paint Lick Creek 

 

1821. Theopolus Anderson and James on tax list but no property listed. 
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1822. Tax list showed no Theopolus or any other Anderson paying tax on his 

land.  Tax list checked as far as 1825 and no Anderson on tax list.  ( It appears 

that Theopolus Anderson may have died during 1821.) 

 

Some marriage dates that corroborated with some memory statements made by 

William Albert Anderson as noted on earlier pages are; 

 

William Anderson, married Sally Coy, November 6, 1813 in Garrard County, 

Kentucky.  Parents of Sally were William and Sally Coy and William was son of 

Theopolus Anderson. 

 

 Betsy Anderson, married Jacob Maxey, November 24, 1810 in Garrard 

County, Kentucky.  Betsey was a daughter of Theopolus Anderson. 

 

**************************  

 

 George Washington Anderson, (Son of William A. Anderson born, 1826) was 

born September 5, 1848 in Brown County, Indiana.  He served as a soldier in an Indiana 

Regiment, Union Army during the War between States.  He married Louisa Handy in 

Brown County.  Moved to Nebraska.  They had several children.  She died and he 

married a second wife.  They also had children. He died in Nebraska. 

 

 William Albert Anderson, brother of George W. above was born January 12, 

1850.  He married, January 11, 1876 in Nashville, Brown County, Indiana, Elizabeth Jane 

Smith, born October 28, 1858 in Brown County, daughter of James David and Eliza Ann 

(Summa) Smith.  Their children were: 

 

(1)  Elizabeth Ann, born, Sept. 1, 1877 (Prematurely born , died age 5) 

(2)  Mary Jane, born, Oct. 1, 1878 in Hamblen Twp. Brown County 

(3)  Alice Lucinda, born, July 16, 1880 married William Smith 1897. 

(4)  William Washington, born ----, died at about 6 months. 

(5)  Clifford E., born ----, died about 6 months. 

(6)  Richard Edward, born, Sept. 28, 1890 in Edinburg, Indiana. 

(7)  Albert Ross, born, ---- --, 1892 in Brown County, Ind. 

(8)  Charles Wilber, born, August 10, 1894 in Brown County, Ind. 

(9)  Reba Eunice, born, July 25, 1901 in Brown County, Ind. 

 

Refer number 2 above - Mary Jane Anderson - Married January 20, 1897 in Hamblen 

Township, Brown County, Armeanous Porter Hambeln, born December 26, 1875 in 

Hamblen Township, son of Williamson and Lorena (Collins) Hamblen. 

 

 They moved to Roger Mills (later Beckham) County, Oklahoma where they 

homesteaded 160 acres of good land.  Established a Post Office, Prentiss, and put in a 

general store.  Prospered.  Sold out 1915 and returned to Franklin, Indiana and bought a 

large store.  Prospered there, sold this store and retired, 1929.  Living on a farm near 

Franklin, Indiana, 1957. 
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 Their children were: 

 

(1)  Jennings Bryan, born, November 7, 1897, in Hamblen Township. Brown 

County. 

(2)  Mable Edith, born, May 1900, in Hamblen Township, Brown County. 

 

 

(1)  Jennings Bryan Hemblen, born Nov. 7, 1897, in Hamblen Township, Brown 

County, Indiana, son of Mary Jane (Anderson) and Armeanous Porter 

Hamblen, son of Williamson and Eunice Lorena (Collins) Hamblen. 

 

He attended the country schools in Backham county, Oklahoma.  Returned Indiana, 1914.  

Graduated from Franklins, Indiana High School with Class of 1917.  Graduated from 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis. Class of 1921.  Took Officerôs training at Fort 

Sheridan, Illinois and Camp Taylor, Kentucky where he was commissioned a Second 

Liet. Field Artillery, December 1918.  Graduated from University of Wis. Bachelor of 

Science Degree, in Chemical Engineering Class of 1926. 

 

Took two years training at Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, 

Massachusetts, 1925 and 1926 where he received a Master of Science Degree in Gas and 

Fuel Engineering.  Took a position in the Research Department of Standard Oil Company 

of Indiana, Jan. 1, 1927 at Whiting Ind. 

 

Married, November 6, 1927 at Franklin, Ind., Ivis Virginia Fateley, born, March 11, 

1904, daughter of Peter Worth and Anna (Fisher) Fateley.  They have one son, David 

Philip, born, September 12, 1928 in Whiting, Indiana.   They lived at Whiting, Ind. Till 

1935, moved to Destrahen, La. Superintendant of Pan-American Oil Refinery There. 

He was transferred, 1936 to Texas City, Texas where he served as a General 

Superintendant in The Oil Refinery of Pan-American Oil Co. Till 1947 when he was 

transferred to New Orleans, Louisiana where he was elected to The Board of Directors of 

The Pan-American Oil Co. as Manager of Manufacturing.  1956 was transferred to New 

York City and became head of the Safety Department of the American Oil Co. ( A 

subsidiary of Standard Oil co. of Indiana) which operates in 26 eastern states. 

 

(2)  Mable Edith Hamblen, (daughter of Mary Jane (Anderson) sister of Jennings Bryan, 

above, was born May 8, 1900 in Hamblen Township.  Moved with parents to 

Oklahoma when 10 months old.  Attended country schools in Beckham county, 

Oklahoma.  Graduated from Franklin, Indiana High School, Class of 1919.  

Graduated from Franklin (Ind) College Class of 1925.  Taught in Clark Township, 

Johnson County Indiana High School 1924-1925. 

 

 Married May 8, 1925, in Franklin, Edgar Coleman Mayfield, born June 22, 1899 

in Jefferson County son of Milton and Jesse (Cinliff) Mayfield.  They have lived on a 

farm near Franklin, Indiana since their marriage.  Their children are: 
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(1)  Bety Jane Feb. 5, 1926 Married Dale Betts - 5 children 

(2)  Robert William July 9, 1927  Married Norma Jean Brown - 2 children 

(3)  Irma Ann May 5, 1930 Married March 22, 1950 Marvin Glid 

(4)  Eunice Virginia, June 20, 1932 Married 1951 to Royce Low 

 

David Philip Hamblen, born September 12, 1928, in Whiting, Indiana son Jennings B. 

and Ivis Virginia (Fateley) Hemblen, attended school in Texas City, Texas.  Graduated 

Class of 1947. 

 

David Philip Hamblen 

 

Entered New Mexico Military Institute at Roswell, New Mexico fall of 1947.  Graduated 

from there class of 1951 with Bachelorôs of Arts Degree and a commission as Second 

Lieutenant of Infantry.  Took further officers training at Camp Hood, San Antonio, Texas 

and was assigned to duty in Tank Corps and Anchorage, Alaska.  Promoted to First 

Lieutenant and had charge of five large army tanks. 

 

Discharged at Anchorage September 1953 and drove alone in a motor car to his fatherôs 

home in New Orleans, Louisiana.  There fall of 1953 entered Tulane University and 

began work on a Masterôs degree in Physics.  Transferred his work to University of 

Tennessee at Oak Ridge, Tennessee where he obtained a position in the Atomic Energy 

Research Department.  Position as a scientist in Physics made permanent.  Was 

continuing his work in Physics toward obtaining a Doctorôs degree in Physics fall 1957. 

 

Robert William Mayfield 

 

Born July 9, 1927 son of Mable Edith (Hamblen) Mayfield, graduated from Nineveh 

Township High School, Johnson County, Indiana Class of 1945 Enlisted in United States 

Navy, September 1945.  Served aboard ships in the Pacific Ocean.  Visited, Hawaii, 

Guam, Siapan and other islands.  Promoted to Coxwain and took his turn as pilot of the 

ship he returned home on.  Discharged September, 1946. 

 

Entered Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana, fall of 1946, taking a four year course in 

Farm Engineering.  Graduated Class of 1950.  Took a position with J. I. Case Farm 

Machinery Co. and traveled over south western U.S. states as an expert on farm 

machinery. 

 

Was drafted for Military Service, August 15, 1951, from Johnson County, Indiana.  Was 

assigned First U.S. Marines and after training at Treasure Island, San Francisco, 

California and San Diego, California as a Radio Technician and was sent to Korea, 

December, 1952.  Stationed near Seoul Korea while heavy fighting was in progress 

around that city.  Had several narrow escapes from injury at this location.  Relieved at 

Seoul and sailed for home June, 1953. 

 



The Anderson-Arwine Family 38 9/23/2018 

Took employment 1955 with the Firestone Rubber Company at Akron, Ohio in their 

Engineering department at a good salary.  Has an inventive turn of  mind and has worked 

out some promising improvements on motor driven vehicles. 

 

Married December 5, 1953, at Franklin, Indiana, Norma Jean Brown.  They have two 

girls, 

 

(1)  Kathie Lynn, born, March 31, 1955 

(2)  Edith Ruth, born, September 12, 1956 

 

August, 1957, this family is living at Akron, Ohio. 

 

 

 

ANDERSON FAMILY REUNION AUGUST 15, 1954 
 

 

 

 

Ida Anderson Arthur and other family 

members ready for a picnic. 

 

Enjoying the picnic.  Left to Right:  Wendell Anderson, 

Mr. And Mrs. W.W. Anderson and Guy Reeves. 
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ANDERSON FAMILY REUNION AUGUST 15, 1954 
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ANDERSON FAMILY REUNION AUGUST 15, 1954 

CONTINUED  
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Chapter III  

 

The Anderson-Arwine Family *  
 

 
 

HATTIE ARWINE ANDERSON SHARPENING PLOWSHARE 

 

Rural farm life in the late 1800ôs and early 1900s was a dawn-to-dusk enterprise, and every 

member of the family old enough to perform a chore pitched in.  Hattie Arwine Anderson 

(1868-1960) prepared for spring plowing  by sharpening plowshares.  The Anderson farm 

was located in western Hurst, where today the major traffic intersection of Interstate 820 

and Airport Freeway propels tens of thousands of metroplex residents on their busy way. 

 

*  For further research: Hurst Public Library; Hurst, Texas. 

 Heritage Room TCJC Northeast Campus; Hurst, Texas. 

Numerous Articles:  Arwine and Anderson Families. 

                                 Arwine Cemetery. 

 Specific Article:  Catalogue BGS 05.13.01 

                            The Jim M. and Hattie Arwine Anderson 

                            Family History compiled by Mary Ruth Ellis  

                            and Family, 1976. 
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The Anderson-Arwine Family  
----from Barbed Wire Fences to Thundering Freeways----  

Mary Ruth Reeves Ellis. 1996 

 

 Nestled in the quiet Northeast section of Tarrant County were pioneer families 

that had traveled originally from Ireland and Germany.  The Arwine family settled in the 

Shenandoah Valley in the Virginia Colony, moving on to East Tennessee, then to 

Indiana, later traveling by wagon to Texas where they settled in a  rural area between Fort 

Worth and Dallas in 1865.  Present site of Hurst, the family settling near the current 

Brown Trail and Pipeline Road intersection, where the family acquired farm land.  On 

June 23, 1879 Daniel Arwine deeded six acres for school, church, and cemetery purpose.  

This is the present site of the Arwine Cemetery. 

 

 Jim Anderson and Hattie Lou Arwine married and to them were born eight 

daughters and two sons.  Jim Anderson acquired acreage in small parcels from Fort 

Worth to Euless  to Watauga.  As he was aging he decided to dispose of his property by 

letting the children draw for a parcel of land.  He would call all of the family together and 

let them draw, and offer to let them trade.  He had two such family gatherings  to divide 

his property. 

 

 All of the children lived to adulthood and the majority farmed the land in the 

Hurst area.  The family enjoyed many years of living in a close proximity of each other.  

As this family history is compiled and updated in the nineties, many of the family 

members remain in the Tarrant County area serving our community in numerous ways, as 

will be reflected in the special stories shared by family members. 

 

 
Jim and Hattie (Arwine) Anderson and Family 

Ernest, Jim (holding Gene), Hattie, Georgia, Willie, Ida, 

Mae, Eva, Maude, Minnie, Bertha 
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JIM AND HATTIE ARWINE ANDERSON 

 

In 1935, visiting in Birdville Community at the home of Eva and Neil Portwood.  

Grandson, John (Bud) Hackney enjoying the visit.  This house is on Broadway street and 

is maintained in  itôs original charm in 1996. 

 

 
COUSINS MID THIRTIES 

 
Front: Pryor Reeves, Veva Arthur Wren, Robert McClure, John (Bud) Hackney, Ray Portwood. 

Back:   Jimmie & Wife Ruth Arthur, Hazel McClure Riddel, Grace McClure Andrews, Hattie  

            Belle Reeves Cribbs, Marie Arthur Crow Corrin. 
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Family Information as Recorded 

by Willie Anderson Reeves 
 

 

The following record of dates and other information were found in handwritten notes 

kept by Willie Anderson Reeves.  This information is updated and shared. 

 

       Mary Ruth Ellis 

 

 

 
Person Date of Birth Date of Death Burial Place 

James Mordecai Anderson May 30, 1859 March 14, 1936 Arwine Cemetery 

Hattie Lou (Arwine) Anderson October 8, 1868 January 16, 1960 Arwine Cemetery 

Maude Estelle Anderson February 28, 1886 July 10, 1959 Arwine Cemetery 

Ida Belle Anderson October 2, 1888 August 10, 1969 Arwine Cemetery 

Minnie Pearl Anderson April 19, 1891 November 6, 1971 Arwine Cemetery 

Ernest Phillip Anderson February 20, 1893 February 6, 1926 Arwine Cemetery 

Bertha Frances Anderson August 14, 1895 January 23, 1973 Arwine Cemetery 

Nora Mae Anderson December 5, 1897 June 21, 1972 Arwine Cemetery 

Willie Hazel Anderson October 13, 1900 June 29, 1969 Arwine Cemetery 

Eva Lee Anderson April 6, 1903 July 22, 1987 Arwine Cemetery 

Georgia Veneta Anderson January 9, 1906 November 5, 1992 Arwine Cemetery 

Eugene Rayphord Anderson March 10, 1910 May 26, 1977 Arwine Cemetery 

 

 

o o o o o o 

 

 
People Married Date Married Marriage Performed By 

James & Hattie August 4, 1884  

Maude & Ben Arthur December 23, 1903 Brother Scott 

Ida & Steve Arthur January 2, 1910 Brother Scott 

Ernest & Florence November 6, 1910 Brother Scott 

Minnie & Roy McClure August 18, 1912 Brother Faulkner 

Bertha & Linnie Reeves February 1, 1914 Justice of the Peace Maben 

Mae & John Hackney September 12, 1914 Brother Scott 

Willie & Guy Reeves May 26, 1918 Brother Pluckett 

Eva & Neil Portwood December 20, 1920 Brother Davis 

Georgia & Bill Ward August 4, 1925 Brother Ready 

Gene & Martine January 14, 1933 Justice of the Peace,  Oklahoma 
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MAUDE ESTELLE (ANDERSON) ARTHUR 
AND HER DESCENDANTS 

 

Married December 23, 1903 to BENJAMIN L. ARTHUR 

 

Maude Estelle Anderson was born February 28, 1886, the oldest child of James 

Mordecai Anderson and Hattie Arwine Anderson.   The house in which she was born and 

grew up was built around  log room constructed before 1882 in Hurst.  The next seven 

Anderson children were born in this home as well. 

 

 Maude was married here on December 23, 1903 to Benjamin Lafayette Arthur.  

Maude and Ben moved into the home after their marriage (her parents had built a home 

on the prairie by this time), and here were born their children:  Gladys (stillborn), James 

Allen, Faye Bell, Jessie Maureen, and Veva Maxine.  In 1920 the family would move to a 

house located on what was later to be called Arthur Drive. 

 

 Maude and Ben farmed, raising cantaloupe, tomatoes, etc.  All of their children 

attended college and all worked away from home as young adults. 

 

 James Allen, often called Jimmy or Jim, was born on September 22, 1905.  He 

married the former Ruth Bradley on September 27, 1931.  They lived near Kennedale and 

in Arlington during their forty-five years of marriage.  He died July 10, 1977.  His widow 

continues to reside in Arlington.  They had two daughters:  Lynda Ruth Arthur Reeves 

and Paula Jean Arthur Speed. 

 

 Faye Belle, or Sis, was born March 7, 1909.  She married Carl Whittle in the late 

1920ôs.  They lived in Lawn, Ft. Worth, and Haslet during their wedded years.  Faye died 

August 8, 1971;  Carl died January 4, 1974.  Faye and Carl had one daughter Carlene Fay 

Whittle Boling. 

 

Jessie Maureen, called Marie, was born July 18, 1914  She and her first husband, 

John Crow, were the parents of Frances  Crow Stumpp and John Crow, Jr.  Following 

John Sr.ôs death during World War II, Marie married Bill Corrin (February 24, 1954).  

Marie died June 14, 1989. 

 

 The last of Maude and Benôs children was Veva Maxine, born September 16, 

1919.  On May 8, 1943 Veva married Sam Wren.  They had three children:  Helen 

Arthurene Wren Giddens, Samuel Thomas Wren, and Benjamin James Wren.  Widowed 

in March of 1985, Veva now lives in Gunnison, Colorado with her granddaughter 

Rebecca (Becky) Giddens Gibson. 

 

Maude Estelle Anderson Arthur died at the age of 73  on July 10, 1959.  She was 

preceded in death by her husband Ben, October 12, 1945. 
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Maude Estelle Anderson Arthur as a child. Maude Estelle Anderson Arthur as an 

adult. 

 

 

This house was the home of Jim and Hattie 

Anderson from 1882 to 1903.  The oldest 

eight of their children were born here.  

From 1903 to 1920 Maude and Ben Arthur 

lived here.  All of their children were born 

here.  The house was torn down in the 

summer of 1949. 

 

 

 

Side view of the house shows location of 

log room with chimney in the 

Anderson/Arthur home. 

 

 

 

 

Maude Estelle Anderson Arthur stands in 

the door of log room in 1949. 
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Maude & Ben Arthur Family. 

 

Front Row:  Ben, Veva, Maude 

Back Row:  Fay, Marie, Jim. 

 

 
 

Ben L. Arthur. 
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Painting by Martine Anderson taken from an old photograph.  Home of Grandpa 

Anderson in Hurst near Highway 10.  Inside the room with the chimney was an original 

log cabin built by Grandpa Anderson.  I remember when the house was torn down and 

logs numbered and moved sometime in the 1940ôs.  the painting burned in the Hondo 

Wildfire, in New Mexico, on May 5, 1996, where it was hanging in the mountain home 

of Frances Stumpp.  Frances Crow Stumpp is the Great Granddaughter of Hattie and Jim 

Anderson and the Granddaughter of Maude Anderson Arthur. 
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JAMES ALLEN ARTHUR AND HIS  DESCENDANTS 
 

 

     James Allen Arthur, born September 22, 

1905, to Maude Estelle Anderson Arthur 

and Benjamin Lafayette Arthur, lived for 

the first several years of h is life in the log 

house occupied by his grandparents from 

1882 to 1903.  After the birth of Veva, their 

youngest child, Maude and Ben moved to a 

new home on what is now Arthur Drive in 

Hurst. 

 

 James Allen (Jimmy or Jim) attended 

public school in Hurst then studied at 

Decatur Baptist College.  While teaching at 

J. B. Little Elementary, he managed to take 

summer classes at Baylor University.  After 

a year of residency in Waco during 1930-

31, he completed his bachelorôs degree.  

On September 27, 1931 he married Maudie 

Ruth Bradley of the Tate Springs 

Community. 

 

 

 They lived in Kennedale from 1932 to 1953, during which time he served as 

school Superintendant, with the exception of the war years 1942-45, when he worked as 

an engineer at North American Aviation.  Ruth too worked at North American during the 

war years then taught third grade at Kennedale for seven years.  She earned her 

bachelorôs degree from Texas Wesleyan College while teaching.  Both James and Ruth 

received masterôs degrees from Texas Christian University. 

 

 James and Ruth moved to Arlington in 1953.  James worked as an engineer at 

Chance Voight for a few years then returned to the  public schools as principal at Littles 

Elementary from 1958 to 1970.  Ruth taught fourth grade in the Arlington Public Schools 

until 1971. 

 

 The Kennedale Public Schools honored James for his service there by naming a 

new elementary school James A. Arthur Elementary. 

 

 The Arthurs had two daughters, Lynda Ruth Arthur Reeves and Paula Jean Arthur 

Speed. 
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 Lynda and her husband Wylie Preston Reeves have one son Wylie Erwin.  Lynda 

taught English in the public schools for a brief time and returned to teaching, but at the 

college level, in the early 1980ôs.  Lynda and Preston live in Seguin, Texas where Preston 

is a professor of Chemistry at Texas Lutheran College. 

 

 Paula and her husband James Arlin Speed have three children:  Jeanette Lynn, 

Anita Carol, and Kevin Allen.  The Speeds have owned and operated Speed Ditching 

Company since 1970.  Both work in the family business.  They have lived in Arlington 

since 1983. 

 

 

 

 

James Allen Arthur as a boy. James Allen Arthur as a young adult. 
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FAYE BELLE (SIS) 
Memories from Daughter Carlene 

 

 

Memories from the home and farm of my grandparents, Maude and Ben Arthur 

 

 

 

The House: 

 

 Aroma of coffee in the early 

morning.   

 Sleeping in a feather bed. 

 Sitting on the front porch. 

 

The Smokehouse and Barn: 

 

 Catching a fresh chicken for dinner. 

 Hog killing time. 

 A cow being milked 

 The sights and smells in the smoke 

house. 

 The hay in the barn. 

 

 
 

Back Row:  Jimmie, Eva, Georgia 

Front Row:  Sis, Gene, Marvin 

 

The Woods: 

 

 Playing and swinging on ñgiantò grapevines. 

 Riding a gunny sack (stuffed with leaves) and swinging over a ñcanyonò. 

 Playing in an old gnarled cherry tree 

 

Etc. 

  

 Turning the crank and riding in a Model T 

 Making my ñsecretò playhouse under a Vitex tree (shrub) 

 

 

These are some of my fond memories from the home of a loving grandmother and 

grandfather.  

 

Carlene Boling 
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JESSIE MAUREEN (MARIE) 
 

Memories éé.. 

Frances Stumpp 

Granddaughter of Maude Anderson Arthur 

 

 One of my most vivid memories of 

my grandfather, Ben L. Arthur, was of him 

taking his nap after lunch.  He would put 

his pillows on the floor with his six-shooter 

under it and sleep for half an hour.  When I 

ask him why he did that, he said that when 

he rode the cattle trails, there were so many 

rough men around he always kept his six-

shooter handy.  Later I learned he started 

riding the trails when he was fourteen and 

rode for 10-15 years. 

 

 My grandmother, Maude, was the 

family nurse.  My mother told me she 

always kept a bag packed in order to leave 

immediately if great grand-father Anderson 

sent for her.  Grandmother told me a story 

about assisting a doctor during a delivery.  

The baby was still born and the doctor said 

ñHeôs in a better place than we areò.  My 

grandmother asked if she could work with 

the baby.  She placed it in a pan of warm 

water and massaged itôs chest and arms.  

The baby began breathing, was normal, and 

lived a full life. 

 

 

 
 

Marie Arthur in 1914. 

 

 My grandmother told me she wanted to be a school teacher, but her father 

wouldnôt allow this.  She was the oldest of eight daughters and he feared they would all 

want to be school teachers and he would have 8 old maids on his hands.  Times have 

changed! 

 

    Frances Stumpp 

    Grand-daughter of Maude Anderson Arthur 
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VEVA MAXI NE ARTHUR WREN 
 

My mother Maude Estelle was the oldest daughter of Jim and Hattie.  My father was 

Benjamin Lafayette Arthur.  They were married on December 23, 1902.  They had five 

children Gladys (Still Born), Jimmie, Sister, Marie & Veva A. Wren only one left. Veva 

had three children Helen, Sammy, & Benny (deceased).  Veva has three grandchildrenôs 

Rebecca, Timothy & Penny. 

 

 

 

 

Veva moved to Englewood Colorado in 

1994, then moved to Gunnison, Colorado 

in September 1995.  But Veva does miss 

Texas. 

 

Tell everyone Hi for me.  Miss all of you. 

 

   Thanks, 

    Veva 

    July 1996 

 

 
Veva with daughter, Helen.  1945 

 

 

 
 

Veva as a child. 
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IDA BELLE (ANDERSON) ARTHUR 

 

Married  January 2, 1910 to Steve Thomas Arthur 

Married  ???? ?, 19?? to Joe Scott 

 

I thought I would write you about my 

sweetheart.  We was in love and he 

Decided to moove to Weatherford and of 

corse I was real Jelous and he meta girl 

out there and she gave him a big red apple 

and he Wrote and told me about this gril 

and of corse I was Jelous so I were making 

my quilts when I got this letter and went in 

an told my Mother I was through that she 

could have the quilts.  So I wrote my 

Sweetheart and told him I guess we were 

through of corse my heart was broken and 

when he got the letter he come right on 

down and brought the big red apple to me 

and we were married Sunday Jan 2, 1910 

and have been sweet hearts ever since 

 

I thought I Would Write you about My 

Sweet heart We have been Sweet hearts 42 

years 2 day of Jan 1949 and we are still 

sweet hearts and Want it to be sweet heart 

till death call us home and We both Want 

to be ready to go and our wish has been 

that the Lord Would take us both at the 

same time 

 

We have never felt that We could give each 

other up I have a real Sweetheart He is is 

74 years old 

     

 Mrs Steve Arthur 

      

*  Copied as found handwritten by Ida. 

 

Ida Belle Anderson Arthurôs Diary * 

ñMY SWETHEARTò 
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Ida loved children - taught childrenôs class at Isham 

Chapel for many, many years. 

 

Her influence over children carried over into their 

adult life.  About a month before Homer Hurst died 

in 1996, he told Hattie Bell how much Idaôs 

influence had on his life. 

 

The love and care of children was evident when Ida 

and Steve brought Fay French, a teenager, into their 

home where she lived until she married.  During the 

World War II years she worked at Lenox Air 

Conditioning Industryôs.  She enjoyed horse back 

riding.  Steve died in 1951.  Some years later she 

married Joe Scott. 

Ida 1944 

Johnny Hackney, pictured right celebrating his first 

birthday with Gary Reeves, unknown, and Ronnie 

McClure. 

 
Her ambitious disposition led to having an outstanding doll collection from all parts of the world.  She and 

Joe enjoyed several good years together. 

 

She would say ñMy friends and loved ones have made this doll  collection possibleò. 

 

Ida died in 1969. 

 

 
 

Ida and Steve Arthur 

 pictured with Billie Faye King Hurst 

and Bobbye King 

 
 

Ida and Joe Scott pictured in their home at 

Smithfield. 
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MINNIE PEARL (ANDERSON) McCLURE 
 

MARRIED AUGUST 18, 1912 TO LEE ROY McCLURE 

 

The year was 1900 - the Rock 

Island Rail Road was being built between 

Ft. Worth and Dallas.  A station was built 

in Hurst.  At this station there was a young 

telegraph operator named Roy McClure. 

 

           While working on the railroad the 

workers were fed at the home of Hattie and 

Jim Anderson.  During this time Minnie 

and Roy met.  After a  brief courting period 

the couple was married and moved to Fort 

Worth. 

 

 The majority of their married life 

was spent on Riverside Drive.  This being 

some city property given to Minnie by her 

parents.  The family attended J. Frank 

Norrisôs Baptist Church, Ft. Worth. 

 

 
 

Minnie and Roy McClure with 

daughters Hazel and Grace. 

 

 

 Minnie and Roy had three children:  Grace, Hazel and  Robert. 
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Minnie and Roy McClure 

 
 

Hazel, O.R., and David Riddel 

 
 

 

 

 

Hazel holding  

 

first grandchild,  

 

 

Catherine 1984. 

 
 

Catherine and Jonathan Riddel 1994. 

 
 

Dr. David Robert Riddel and wife Nancy 

Humphreys Newton Riddel. 
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1919 

 

Sisters Hazel and Grace McClure. 

1922 

 

Hazel with Little Brother Robert McClure. 
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ERNEST PHILLIP ANDERSON 
 

Married November 6, 1910 to FLORENCE BAILES  

Married  (date not available) to  MOLLY WILKERSON 

 

 
Ernest pictured with son Marvin 

Ernest grew to manhood and 

farmed in northeast Tarrant County.  His 

first marriage was to Florence Bailes, to 

this marriage was born two children, 

Marzella and Marvin. 

 

Ernest relocated nearer his familyôs 

homestead.  He continued farming and ran 

a dairy farm near the intersection of 

Precinct Line and Pipeline Road (The 

present site of the St. Phillip Presbyterian 

Church).  His second marriage was to 

Molly Wilkerson, to this marriage was born 

two sons, Thomas and James Phillip. At 

this writing James Phillip lives in Quinlin, 

Texas. 

 

               Due to a farming accident Ernest 

was slightly handicapped and died at the 

early age of thirty-three with pneumonia. 

 

 

ARWINE CEMETERY WORK DAY 1996 

 

 
 

Marvin Andersonôs Family Membersé Granddaughter Audrey with husband Karl 

Samuel (left) and daughter Susie with husband Raymond Haney (right). 
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MARVIN ERNEST ANDERSON 

 

Aleatha Sue (Susie) Anderson Haney 
 
 I was born to Marvin Ernest and Edith Geraldine (Sweeney) Anderson on March 14, 1944, the 

middle daughter of three (3) girls. 

 

 I have two (2) sisters, Phyllis Harriett (three years older) and Theresa Jean (Jeanie, three years 

younger).  We had a brother, Richard Maurice, from my fatherôs first marriage.  Richard was several years 

older that us and did not live with us except for a few weeks during the summers, when he was a teenager.  

Although he did not live with us permanently, (he lived with his motherôs family in a different town), we 

thought he was the greatest.  Richard joined the Marines when he was 18 years old and later the Air Force.  

In 1962, he was killed in an accident at the age of 29.  His widow, Terry, resides in California with their 

son Michael.  We correspond with each other frequently.  Michael called his granddad every year at 

Christmas and Daddy loved those calls. 

 

My sisters and I grew up very close.  We lived a very modest life in a small house on the outskirts 

of town.  Mother and Daddy built our house on the Southeast side of Fort Worth in the early 1940ôs.  

Daddy was a house painter and Mother worked in our home, sewing and ironing for other people.  Mother 

was a terrific seamstress and made all our clothes until we were almost adults.  After we grew up, she went 

to work outside the home.  I suppose by societyôs standards, we would have been considered poor.  We 

never realized that, because, Mother always kept us well-dressed and in the latest styles.  She made us feel 

special and Daddy called us ñhis beautiful little girlsò. 

 

 Phyllis, Jeanie and I went to work when we were eleven or twelve years old.  We worked in a 

small eating establishment near home.  Mother took us to and from work.  We started out washing dishes 

and cleaning tables and worked our way up to waitresses.  We worked hard, but we loved the public and 

the people we met and worked with.  We didnôt see it as hard work because we were having too much fun.  

We look back on those times with very fond memories.  I think we learned some valuable lessons and a lot 

about people that we use in our everyday lives even now.  After graduating high school, we moved on to 

better jobs. 

 

 We had a fulfilling family life.  I remember Daddy teaching us about animals.  He was an animal 

lover and good with them. Although we lived in the city, we had about every kind of animal imaginable 

when we were growing up - horses, cows, pigs, goats, chickens, dogs, birds - you name it, we had it.  I 

believe Daddy was a farmer by heart and a painter by trade. 

 

 

 

Daddy frequently talked to us about his family, the Andersons.  We learned that he had lived with 

and was raised by his grandparents and their children (his aunts and an uncle).  Our Aunt Marzella, 

Daddyôs sister, lived with their mother.  After their parents separation, Daddy and Marzella list contact, 

which was really painful to him.  He loved her and never gave up trying to find her.  Until this day, we 

have had no contact. 

 

Our grandfather, Ernest, remarried, had two (2) sons - Thomas (Tom) and James (Jim) - who often 

visited at our home.  Daddy, Tom, and Jim were as close as brothers could be.  They told us tall tales about 

their childhood that were funny and questionable.  They were great jokesters and we never knew whether 

or not to believe all or any of their stories.  But they were fun to be around and we enjoyed their company. 

 

 

 

I remember visiting with my great-grandmother, Hattie, when we were young.  She had a huge, 

white two-story house with a porch all around it with white columns.  I thought it was the biggest, prettiest 
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house I had ever seen and we loved visiting her and the family.  Although she was blind, she always knew 

us by our voices.  She was such a nice lady and a very gentle person.  We enjoyed playing with Uncle 

Geneôs boys and being on the farm with so much to see and do. 

 

First our brother richard passed away.  Later, we lost our parents, Phyllis, Jeanie, and I still 

maintain a close relationship.  We do not live far apart and see each other as much possible.  Weôve grown 

and have families of our own.  Phyllis has two (2) children - Bryan Gilbert Keeter and Audrey Faye 

(Keeter) Samuel.  Jeanie has one child - Stacey Lynn Armand. 

 

As for me, on July 2, 1965, I married Raymond Randolph Haney.  We have two (2) wonderful 

sons - Michael Wayne and Dennis Ray.  On September 24, 1992, Dennis married Angela Moncrief and 

they are the proud parents and we are the proud grandparents of three (3) boys - Matthew Troy, Wesley 

Randolph, and Briley Westin. 

 

My hope is that the memories I leave for the coming generations will be as wonderful as the 

memories our ancestors left for me.  And my desire is that the fond way I remember those who are gone 

will be kept alive in our hearts and in the hearts of the extended families of future Andersonsé. 

 

 

With Loving Memories 

 

Susie ó96 

 

 
 

Early Fifties. 
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JAMES PHILLIP ANDERSON 

 

 

The Andersonsô 
 

James Phillip Anderson 

Born: July 17, 1925 Hurst, Texas 

Married 

Mary Ann George 

Born: April 4, 1926 Birmingham, Alabama 

 

Mary and James were united in  

Marriage 

November 24, 1948 Rockwall, Texas 

 

They have ten children: 

 

Mary and James Anderson are my parents.  They raised ten children.  Iôm Laurie 

the middle child. 

 

When you are a child with nine siblings, you think you are at a disadvantage.  

Until, suddenly you grow up and you realize having that big family, and all that sharing, 

made you the person you are today. 

 

Now, that Iôm a parent I hope my children learn the qualities of strength and 

courage as I learned as a child. 

 

Also, it was to my advantage to eat, run, and talk fast. 

 

   Laurie Stafford 

   (James Andersons middle daughter) 
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Thomas Taylor Anderson (Uncle Tommy) 

visiting in Texas in 1986 holding Timothy 

Stafford (Buster) at 3 ½ months. 

 
James Phillip Anderson holding Laurieôs 

son Phillip Randall Stafford. 

 

 
James Phillip and Mary Anderson. 

1995 

 

 
The Andersonsô 

Left to Right:, Christine, Tara, Leslie, Laurie, Chris, Randy, Scott, Steve. 
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James and Mary Anderson. 

 
 

James Anderson with grandsons in lap is 

Phillip Randall, Christopher, and Timothy 

(in back). 

 

 

The Stafford Family (Laurieôs family). 

 

Husband - Tim Stafford 

 

Oldest Son - Timothy. 

 

Baby - Phillip. 
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Kathy Anderson Kiser 

 

 My name is Kathy Kiser.  I was born Kathy Denise Anderson to James and Mary 

George Anderson.  They had 10 children, I was the fourth.  Along with my brothers and 

sisters  I was raised in the South Oak Cliff area.  My dad has been a long distant truck 

driver for most of his life.  My mother is a house wife.  At the Anderson house, the older 

children always helped out with the younger children.  We have always been a very close 

knit family.  With 10 children, there is seldom a boring moment. 

 

I would have to say that Christmas is more than likely to be my favorite time of 

the year when dealing with the Andersons.  The whole family gathers at Mom and Dadôs 

house.  When I say everybody I mean everybody.  Children, grand-children, and great 

grand-children can be seen all over the place.  It is a very special time and it is the exact 

same every year. 

 

I am 43 years old.  My home is in Quinlan, Texas which is east of Dallas.  I have 

three children whom I am very proud of Michael Todd Kiser who is 27 years old and 

married and has two children. Kacie Lynn 2 ½ years old and James Kyle, 15 months old. 

 

Michaelôs wife Charlotte (we all call her ñCric Kettò) is a house wife.  Michael is 

a corrections officer at a state prison in Bonham, Texas.  My middle child Burt 

Christopher Kiser is 26 years old, married and has a daughter Ellen Denise who is 10 

months old.  Chris is a history teacher and coach at Thompson Middle School in Quinlan, 

Texas.  His wife Paula is also a teacher.  She teaches math at Quinlan-Ford High School.  

My youngest son, Jon Jeffrey, is a senior at Ford High School in Quinlan, Texas.  He will 

graduate in June of 1997 and will be attending college after graduation. 

 

    And Life Goes On 

 

    Kathy Anderson Kiser 

 

Kathy Anderson Kiser Born: 12/21/52 

Michael Todd Kiser:  Born: 8/10/69 

Burt Christopher Kiser: Born: 9/18/70 

 

Kacie Lynn Kiser:  Born: 11/3/93 

James Kyle Kiser:  Born: 5/2895 

Ellen Denise Kiser:  Born: 10/2/95 
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Scott Phillip Anderson 

 

 

Being the seventh born, out of ten children is an experience shared by a small number of 

people these days.  Most people that I have met, come from, what I would consider a 

small family.  We, on the other hand, are very lucky.  The fact that most of us still live 

relatively close to one another and see each other often, compared to some families, is 

quite unique.  This is not to say that there was always peace and tranquillity around the 

house, when we were children.  The fact is, there was always someone to play with or to 

brawl with, which was, I feel, made my brothers and sisters the best of friends.  We may 

always have disagreement and different views of our world, but the fact that we are 

bound by the love of our parents will never change.  We are all fortunate to have had the 

experience, shared by few, of growing up in a large family. 

 

Scott Phillip Anderson 

 

 

 

 

James Anderson  

 

with son  

 

Scott Anderson. 

 

 

 

 

Scott and Cindy Anderson. 
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Twins Chris and Christine born in 1951 pictured with their families. 

 

 
Christine Andersonôs Family 

The Gallups 

Left to Right:  Tara, David, Christine, 

Jamie, David, and Anthony. 

 
 

Chris Anderson, wife Valary, Staci,  

Twins Shirley and Jake. 

 
 

Steve Anderson. 
 

James Andersons daughters.   

Left to Right. 

Laurie, Christine, Leslie, Tara Kellie. 
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BERTHA FRANCES (ANDERSON) REEVES 
Married February 1, 1914 LINNIE REEVES 

Married January 1946 ERNEST REVES 

 

 
 

Linnie and Bertha Reeves in 1945. 

 

 

 

Hattie Belle was the first born child of Linnie and 

Bertha Reeves.  She was the apple of her daddyôs 

eye!  At three years old Reeves bought Hattie Belle 

a rocking chair.  She promised to sit in the rocker.  

After ten minutes of rocking guess who climbed 

into Daddyôs lap.  Yep, she did! 

1915 

Pryor F. was the second and last child born into 

Linnie and Bertha Reevesô family.  He was a special 

boy that grew to be a loving, caring, and 

compassionate adult.  His influence within the Hurst 

Community is still felt in 1996. 

1918 
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Bertha Frances Anderson Reeves and her two children, Hattie Belle Reeves and Pryor 

Frances Reeves.  Hattie Belleôs dresss is made of the material from Berthaôs wedding 

dress.  Bertha crocheted the yoke and the trim of Pryorôs dress.  Year 1918. 

 

 
 

Linnie and Bertha Reeves with teen-agers Hattie and Pryor. 
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BERTHA FRANCES ANDERSON REEVES 
 

On February 1, 1914, Bertha Frances Anderson and Linnie Pryor Reeves were 

married.  Bertha was the fifth child in the Jim and Hattie Anderson family of ten children, 

eight girls and two boys.  As a wedding gift the Anderrsons gave Bertha and Linnie one 

milk cow, one pig, and one dozen hens and fifty acres of land for them to start their new 

lives together.  Not only did Bertha and Linnie live off the land they sold butter, chicken 

fryers, and eggs for their money.  Butter was sold by the pound at 25 cents per pound and 

fryers were sold for 10 cents per pound, the eggs were sold for 5 cents a dozen.  On every 

Saturday the family would carry the produce into Ft. Worth where it was sold to Mr. Fate 

Clay, who owned a little grocery store.  Linnie eventually made enough money to 

purchase ten more milk cows and became a dairy farmer and sold milk to the Metzner 

Dairies in Dallas.  The milk was put into ten gallon milk cans and placed along the side 

of the road every morning and was picked up by the milkman. 

 

To the marriage of Linnie and Bertha their first child, a daughter, was born on 

May 8, 1915.  They named her Hattie Belle after her grandma and her aunt.  Three years 

later on February 24, 1918, Linnie and Bertha were blessed with a son, and a little brother 

for Hattie Belle.  He was named Pryor Francis after his father and his mother. 

 

When Hattie Belle was eleven years old and Pryor was eight, the Reeves family 

moved to a 300 acre farm located three miles east of Hurst on Hurst Road, which is now 

in the Bluebonnet Drive area.  Reeves rented the farm from Mr. Ben Utter who lived in 

Ft. Worth, Texas. 

 

In 1929, Hattie Belle entered a 4-H club exhibit at the Ft. Worth Fat Stock Show 

where she won first place on the following categories, 1 pound of butter, 1 pound of  

cottage cheese, 1 jar peach halves, and 1 hem-stitched linen hand towel.  This was a great 

honor and prestige for Hattie, and for the winning she was sent to Texas A&M University 

in Bryan for a one week short course in foods.  Shortly after her return from A&M the 

family was attending church one night when the family house was completely destroyed 

by fire and all personal belongings were lost.  In just one week a shot gun house was 

erected by members of the Hurst Community.  At the end of that week the friends gave 

the Reeves family a house warming, or a ñpoundingò as it was called in that time, and the 

Reeves home was established once again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1930, the desire to own a farm prompted the Reeves family to purchase 250 

acre farm East of Hurst, next to the West line of Mosier Valley.  On this land the last 
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home of the Reeves family was built.  Bertha had drawn the plans for her dream home 

that would be built just like she wanted, and in 1936 Linnie said it was time to build 

Berthaôs dream house and the project was started.  Linnie bought the Tarrant Rail Road 

Depot for the purpose of using the lumber to build the house.  The rock for the house was 

dug out of the cliff on the farm land.  The house was finished in 1936 and Linnie Pryor 

Reeves died on February 27, 1946.  Bertha, later married Ernest T. Reves, and she died of 

heart arrest on January 23, 1973. 

 

Bertha Anderson Reeves was born and lived in the Hurst area all of her 77 years.  

After her marriage to Ernest T. Reeves she also maintained a home in Albany, Texas. 

 

Hattie Belle Reeves married Lewis E. Cribbs on June 2, 1934.  The Cribbs built 

their rock home on a six acre plot of land on what is now known as Highway 183.  This 

land was given to them by Hattie Belles parents.  Lewis Cribbs had finished college in 

1932 with a business deree but there were no jobs in the Ft. Worth area for him in 1933, 

so he decided to take a barbering course to earn his living.  He became a master barber 

and hair stylist.  Hattie and Lewis lived in this rock house until Lewis moved to the Battle 

Ship Indiana to serve in the Navy for 42 months.  After the war Lewis returned to Hurst 

and bought two barber shops in the Ft. Worth area and one at Western Hills Inn in Euless.  

On October 17, 1946 their daughter Lennie Lou was born.  Lewisôs other interests were 

in real estate and ranching.  He is a Mason, a Rotarian, and a Paul Harris Fellow. 

 

Hattie Belle graduated from North Texas Agricultural College in 1934.  She 

completed her under-graduate and graduate education at Texas Wesleyan College in Ft. 

Worth, Texas.  Becoming an educator in the Metroplex was her achieved goal;  Teacher 

and Principal.  Lewis and Hattie Belle now own property in Tarrant and Shackelford 

counties. 

 

Pryor Francis Reeves married Georgia Elizabeth Johnson on September 3, 1939, 

two sons, Gary Neil and Jimmy Earl, were born to them. 

 

 

Pryor graduated in 1936, from Paschal High School in Ft. Worth, Texas.  He 

attended North Texas Agricultural College at Arlington where he played the bass violin 

in the orchestra.  Georgia played the violin in the same orchestra where they met.  Pryor 

was a member of the Mid-Cities Rotary International and was a Paul Harris Fellow.  He 

played the piano for their weekly meetings.  He was a very influential man in the Mid-

Cities Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the early 1940ôs segregation was becoming a fact of life.  Pryor was a liaison 

between Mosier Valley, Hurst, and Euless.  Mosier Valley was a freed-slave community 

at that time.  A lawyer from Dallas came to Mosier Valley one day and told the people 
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that for $500 he would represent them before the Euless school board, and that at the 

beginning of school their children would go to the Euless school.  The lawyer took their 

$500, disappeared, and their children still stayed in their old school.  Pryor told ñOleò 

Dad Nelson to bring all the Mosier Valleyôs problems to him before they ever committed 

to anything else.  Pryor did enjoy helping the people and through his efforts a new brick 

school was built and it was in use until segregation was completed.  This same school 

building became the Community Center in Mosier Valley. 

 

On March 22, 1975, while supervising the work day at H.E.B. Schools, Pryor died 

a sudden death. 

 

Hattie Belle and Pryor were both raised in a Christian home by their parents 

Linnie and Bertha Reeves.  Gospel singing was a big part of their daily life.  After Linnie 

had worked all day in the fields and the evening meal was finished the family would 

retire to the living room where they enjoyed singing.  Hattie Belle played the piano and 

sang alto, Pryor sang tenor, Bertha sang soprano, and Linnie sang bass.  This family 

quartet sang at local funerals and occasionally on the J. Frank Norris Radio Station.  They 

attended the Isham Chapel Methodist Church and later attended the Harrison Community 

Church.  This family has always been very active in the Hurst Schools.  Their interest in 

civic affairs were known throughout the Hurst community and Tarrant County. 

 

 
 

Pryor F. Reeves said to Hattie Belle Reeves Cribbs, ñTurn around Sis and smile ócause 

this is the last time Iôm going to have my picture made with youò.  And it was! 

1963 
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The Bertha Frances Anderson Reeves living descendants are still a part of  the 

Mid-Cities Area. 

 
 

Berthaôs Dream Home.  While living on the Ben Utter farm Bertha started 

drawing plans for her ñDream Homeò.  She drew straight lines, curved lines, and angles 

until every inch of the 60ô x 40ô rectangle was made into rooms, halls, and closets.  Since 

Reeves was good in math she made it all fit together.  The outside walls were to be made 

of sand stone rock, dug from the cliff on the farm.  The house was complete in 1937. 

 

o o o o o o 

 

 
 

Typical family get together of Berthaôs family. 

1994  
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Linnie and Bertha Reeves established a 

Christian home for their two children, 

Pryor, and Hattie Belle and became 

outstanding Farmer of the Hurst 

Community in 1914. 

 
 

Lewis Cribbs with Grandson Jason Suggs, who maintains 

an active interest in farming. 

 
 

 

Jason Suggs, age 10, mowing ranch in  

Shackelford County, Texas. 

1992 
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Special Memories of my Grandmother  

Bertha Frances Anderson Reeves 

 

 I, Lennie Lou Cribbs Suggs, am so 

very grateful to the Lord for my 

grandmother, Bertha Frances Anderson 

Reeves, for all lessons learned by her 

example, and for the love and care that she 

showed me.  She was a lady of great love 

for the Lord Jesus Christ and exemplified 

that love in her everyday life.  Every 

special time we had together, I cherish. 

 
 

 

I.  Special activities in the ñCountryò with my grandmother. 

A.  Memories of working cattle. 

1.  Me, as a small girl, setting on the corral fence post looking down on 

how smooth my grandmother and granddad worked cattle. 

(a)  Taking cattle to market in the ñoleò blue pickup. 

(b)  De-horning cattle and cutting calves. 

2.  Taking picnic lunches to the fields with my grandmother. 

(a)  How my grandmother made picnics fun on hot summer days. 

(b)  Drinking iced tea out of old fruit jars and eating sandwiches 

with field dust blowing all around as we sat under the big shade 

tree. 

B.  Memories of staying in the ñShackò. 

1.  My grandmother would bring out an ole round tub and put it in the 

middle of the kitchen floor and told me to take my bath here.  The 

ñShackò only had two roomsïkitchen and bedroom.  You can guess 

where the bathroom was. 

2.  Memories of how she took the time to help me get over the fear of 

such huge cattle roaming so close to the ñShackò. 

II.  Special activities in thet city of Albany, Texas with my grandmother. 

 

A.  How she would bring her chair outside and enjoy watching me skate on the 

sidewalk or do cartwheels on the front lawn. 

B.  Memories of riding in the blue pickup with ole Baines, the dog, riding on top 

of the cab. 

C.  Walks downtown and to the post office were special times with her. 
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ñOle Bainesò pictured on his permanent riding place.  Bertha  

Reeves favorite dog named after Lyndon Baines Johnson. 

III. Special memories back home in Hurst, Texas. 

 

A.  Special times working in the garden with her. 

1.  Eating black berries off the vine while pulling weeds. 

2.  Gathering and shucking the corn and gathering all the rest of the 

produce. 

B.  Cleaning and fixing apartments with her. 

1.  Oh, how dusty and dirty the apartments were!  She helped me see that 

ñcleanliness is next to Godlinessò.  After cleaning the apartments, she 

would put the sign, ñApartment for Rentò, in the front yard.  Oh, how 

she took care of her renters.  The love and concern for her renters were 

like our love and concern for our neighbors. 

2.  She had a real talent for carpentry.  I remember thinking that this 

apartment house is in real bad conditionðafter she and granddad fixed 

it up, it looked great! 

 

 
 

Bertha Reves on the ranch, Albany, Texas. 
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My Memories of Bertha Francis Anderson Reeves 

By Kellie Reeves Hudson (Great-Granddaughter) 

 

I was only four years old when she died, 

but we lived next door to her and she was a 

playmate of mine being my only neighbor.. 

 

 I shared a room with my one year 

old sister.  Mom would put us down for a 

nap, and I would sneak out of my room, 

across a pasture, and over to my 

ñmamamommyôsò house to play. 

 

 She was hard of hearing by this 

time in her life and I could not reach the 

doorbell, so if she were not close to the 

door, she would not hear me knocking.  

Once, she saw through a window that I was 

going back through the pasture without 

visiting her.  When she realized that I 

couldnôt reach the doorbell, she put a stool 

by the door so that she would never miss 

me again. 

 
 

Kellie Reeves with little sister Lexie and 

parents Jim and Micah Reeves. 

 

 I would ñplay dominoesò with her, and even though I did not know what I was 

doing I would always win.  She would always have a snack on hand when I came calling.  

I donôt remember much more about her except that she was always the last one to eat, and 

to eat she loved to visit. 

 

 She must have been pretty perceptive too.  I have heard that she is part of the 

reason for both the marriages of my mom and dad (Jimmy and Micah Reeves) and my 

aunt and uncle (Gary and Sue Reeves).  I know she must have known the Lord as Savior 

because her whole family is evidence of her testimony.   
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Home in North Richland Hills. 

1996 

 

 

 

1934 

 

Weôll make our little palace fine 

Our little patch of green fair  

of tomatoes & flowers,  

Our little home may not be much to see 

Itôs chimes may not tower far above 

But it will be a mansion great to us 

For, within itôs walls  

Weôve kept each otherôs  

love for over fifty years 

 

1994 

 

Thoughts reflected as  

Hattie & Lewis celebrated  

their 60th Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hattie and Lewis shown relaxing on  

their  ranch in Shackelford County. 

1996 
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Lennie Lou Cribbs daughter of Hattie and 

Lewis Cribbs.  Granddaughter of Bertha 

Anderson Reeves. 

 
 

Lewis, Hattie, and Lennie Cribbs. 

 

 

 

 

Lennie, Gary, and Jason Suggs in 1992.   

 

 

Lennie Cribbs and Gary Suggs were 

married on July 28, 1972 in Fort Worth, 

Texas.  Jason J. Suggs was born January 

24, 1982. 

 

 
Hattie and Lewis during World War II in  

San Diego, California.  Lewis served on the 

Battleship Indiana for 32 months in the 

South Pacific. 

 
Bertha and Hattie Shopping in downtown 

Fort Worth, Texas. 
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Special Times with my Mother Hattie Belle Reeves Cribbs 

 

 

 There are many special time that Mother, Hattie Belle Reeves Cribbs, and I, 

Lennie Lou Cribbs Suggs, had and continue to have.  She also, is a person who loves the 

Lord and lives that love out as a life style.  Mother and I have a unique relationship.  I a 

grateful to the Lord for all lessons learned by her example and for the love and care that 

she showed me.  We have made many special memories together.  Take a look at a few of 

these memories. 

 

I.  Special memories with Mother 

 

A.  As a child: 

 

1.  Going fishing together on the ñPrairieò. 

(a)  Digging for worms for our fishing bait. 

(b)  Driving the car through the gates while she would open and 

close them. 

2.  Doing yard work was always fun. 

(a)  After raking leaves in piles , she would let me jump on them. 

3.  Going to down town Ft. Worth to shop and to be with my daddy as he 

had to work in the barber shop on Saturdays. 

4.  Just being with my mother in daily activities was special. 

 

B.  As a teen and young adult. 

 

1.  Special talks in the car as we drove the country side. 

2.  Special memories of back yard breakfast and picnics. 

 

C.  As an older adult---ótil now. 

 

1.  Taking trips or vacations together. 

2.  She and I studying Godôs Word together and praying together was and 
is still a very special time. 

 

     Thanks for the memories, 

 

     Lennie Lou Cribbs Suggs 

               1996 
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Special Memories of my Great-Grandmother  

Hattie Lou Arwine Anderson 

 

 I, Lennie Lou Cribbs Suggs, have special memories of my great-grandmother, 

Hattie Lou Arwine Anderson.   

 

Special memories of  ñGrandmaò were: 

 

(1)  How she loved family gatherings and  

(2)  How she loved music. 

 

I remember how her face would light up when family was all around her and the living 

room was filled with musicðespecially hymns.  It was very special to visit ñGrandmaò 

because she always had a welcome hug for me. 

 

 

 
 

Cousins at Grandma Andersonôs.   

Jerry and Terry Anderson, Jim and Gary Reeves and Lennie Cribbs. 
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Pryor and Georgia Johnson Reeves both 

were active in church and community 

affairs.   

Pryor was Assistant Superintendant of 

Maintenance in H.E.B. Independent School 

District. 

 

Georgia was the Secretary to 

Superintendant Newel OôDale and 

Recording Secretary on the board that 

funded Tarrant County Junior College 

(T.C.J.C.). 

 

 
 

Gary Neil Reeves - Son of Pryor and 

Georgia Reeves.  Grand-son of Bertha 

Anderson Reeves. 

 
 

Jimmy Earl Reeves - Son of Pryor and 

Georgia Reeves.  Grand-son of Bertha 

Anderson Reeves. 
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Gary N. Reeves, Son of Pryor and Georgia Reeves 

 

I give my Lord Jesus Christ all glory and my most sincere thanks and praise for His rich blessing of my life.  

I was born and raised by Christian parents, in a Christian home, with many relatives and friends who love the Lord.  I 

was privileged to marry a Godly, loving wife, who has constantly been devoted to her Lord, her husband, 

and her children.  She has truly been my helpmate and friend.  We were richly blessed with three fine 

children.  It has been amazing,to see God work and bless in their lives as they grew as believers, were 

provided with good, Christian spouses, and established their own Christian homes and families.  The Lord 

gave me the motivation and ability to work productively, and by His grace and love, I have powerfully 

experienced His goodness and blessings - most of which only He and I know the details.  Gary N. Reeves 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Neil Reeves holding his first  

Grand-Child - A son of Jennifer Reeves  

Chappell and Jud Chappell.  Named William  

Garett Chappell.  They call him Garrett 

. 

 

 The Lord blessed me richly with my wonderful Christian husband, leader, and best friend, Gary 

Neil Reeves.  I was also blessed with three wonderful children - Jennifer Sue, Sarah Jane, and Joe Neil, and 

now a beautiful and precious Grandson, William Garett.  Garyôs Christian parents loved me and accepted 

me as their Daughter.  His Grandmother, Mommommie, influenced our family and our marriage in so many 

ways.  Her spiritual character will live on in each of our hearts.  Sue Reeves 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Gary N. Reeves and  

Sue Denison Reeves family. 
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My Pee Paw (Pryor) 

 

       My Pee Paw (Pryor Reeves) was a 

sweet, handsome man in my little 3 ½ year-

old mind.  When I was playing in Mee 

Mawôs back yard, I would hear a car drive 

up, and I knew that I must rush into the 

garage.  Why??  Because my Pee Paw 

would step ou tof his pickup, walk over to 

me, bend ñway downò, and give me a 

JAWBREAKER!  WOW, what a sweet 

man, I thought! 

 
Pryor F. Reeves 

 

 It never failed;  he always had something for me when he came home!  What a 

great man he was - in my little mind. 

 

      Sarah (Reeves) Degner 

 

 
 

Gary N. Reeves, Sue Denison Reeves, Jennifer Reeves Chappell,  

Jud Chappell, Sarah Reeves Degner, Clint Degner. 
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My Memories of Pryor F. Reeves 

By Kellie Reeves Hudson (granddaughter) 

 

I was five years old when Pryor died.  This is the reason my 

memories are so few of him.  We grandchildren called him 

Peepaw although I donôt know why.  I am the second 

grandchild in the family, and the first child of Jimmy and Micah 

Reeves.  I was born in Tokyo, Japan at Tachikawa Airforce 

Base while my dad served in the Vietnam War.  We did not 

move stateside until I was almost a year old. 

 

 Peepaw was a cowman to me.  I remember getting up 

early in the morning in Albany, Texas to go feed the cows with 

him and my dad.  I was the only light sleeper and early riser of 

the grandbabies, so this is the time that I got to spend with him 

almost one on one. 

 
      Pryor F. Reeves 

 

 I am also the one with the most interest in livestock and ranching, so I really 

enjoyed calling the cattle and counting heads.  I was always thrilled when he would let 

me honk the horn to call the cows up to feed. 

 

 I remember that he laughed a whole lot, and had a booming deep voice.  He also 

had treats for the grandchildren every time he came in from town.  Usually, they were 

gum drops, lemon drops, or coffee nips (which were more for him than us because none 

of us really liked them).  I also remember trying to like seen baby pickles because he did. 

 

 One thing I know is that he lived his life for God and mirrored Godôs love to us.  I 

barely remember his death, but I know his deep base voice will welcome his family to 

heaven when we get there. 

 

 
 

The Jimmy Earl Reeves and Micah James Reeves family. 
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Jimmy E. Reeves holding his first born - 

(Kellie, a daughter born in Japan) and 

Micah James Reeves.  Jimmy was stationed 

in Japan while he served in the Air Force 

during the Vietnam War. 

 

 

 

 

Jesse Pryor Reeves, Jimmy Earl Reeves, 

Lexie Reeves, Micah James Reeves, Kellie 

Reeves. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kellie Reeves Hudson and Jeff Hudson. 

 

Kellie and Jeff were married April 1st, 

1995, in Fort Worth, Texas.  Kellie is a 

graduate of The University of North Texas, 

Denton;  Jeff graduated from Texas A&M 

University in Bryan/College Station.  They 

live in Fort Worth, Texas. 

 

1996 
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NORA MAE (ANDERSON) HACKNEY 
Married September 12, 1914 to John Hackney 

 

 

 

 

 

Mae and John Hackney  

celebrating their 50th  

Wedding Anniversary  

in 1964. 

 

 

 

Ruby Lee and Jim Piester  

pictured in 1942, prior  

to Jimôs departure to the  

South Pacific during  

World War II. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John (Bud) Hackney with son 

Johnny during his visit home  

from World War II in 1944. 
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John (Bud) Hackney with  

Grandmother Hattie Arwine  

Anderson on leave from the U. S.  

Air Force Cadet training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnny Hackney, Paschal  

High School Graduate 1961. 

 

 

 

 

Ruby Lee Piester pictured with nephew 

Johnny Hackney visiting the Piesterôs 

during Christmas holidays in 1975. 
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RUBY LEE (HACKNEY) PIESTER 
Married James (Jim) Piester from Parker County 

 

It is with great sense of pride and 

enthusiasm to share my growing up 

experiences in a loving, two parent home in 

Hurst, Texas.   My parents, Nora Mae 

Anderson and John Henry Hackney, were 

married in 1914.  My maternal 

grandparents, Jim and Hattie Anderson 

filled my childhood with wonderful 

memories which instilled in me an 

appreciation of character, concern for 

family, strength of friendship and the 

important role each of us plays in our 

community, both local and national. 

 
Ruby Lee and Jim Piester celebrating their 50th 

Wedding Anniversary.  The celebration was 

hosted by The Edna Gladney Home Auxiliaries. 

 

I have fond memories of our first Model T Ford, Crystal set radio, hand wringer washing 

machine, the old hand crank telephone and our first ice box.  I remember ice delivery was 

once a week.  In those days, my dad farmed the land with mules and the dairy farm was 

operated buy hand milking.  I can remember my mother sold 100 pounds of butter a 

week.  Later we were able to farm the land in Trinity River bottom  with tractors and run 

the dairy with electric milking machines.  Of course, we now had electric fans and 

window units were installed for cooling in the hot months of summer. 

 

I remember the depression eraéthere was no welfare and people came from fort Worth 

to work in the hay fields for one dollar a day.  Everyone was so poor and I remember my 

Dad would let people charge groceries at the store in Hurst, so they could feed their 

families. 

 

My life was enriched by caring people in the community.  The Hurst Baptist Church and 

the Isham Chapel Methodist Church shared their summer harvests and had dinners on the 

grounds.  Our home was near Mosier Valley, a community of Afro-Americans.  We 

attended their functions and barbeques, and since my family had a telephone my mother 

would deliver messages if people were in the hospital or needed to get in touch with 

neighbors.  I have many fond members of the Parkerôs, Mossôs, and Bea Green families 

remember a wonderful story about my grandfather, Jim Anderson, riding his horse to 

check out his farm activities and land in the area nearby.  He observed the children of an 

Afro-American family picking cotton.  His heart went out to that struggling family and he 

approached the childrenôs parents and gave them money to buy school clothing.  They 

were able to enroll in school in the following days. 

 

My brother John Bernard Hackney had wonderful playmates from Mosier Valley and 

longtime friendships. 

I cherish the following experiences of growing up.  These experiences came from my 

home, my parents, my extended Anderson family, Aunts, Uncles, and cousins. 
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1.  Responsibility - Daily chores, regular church and school attendance. 

2.  Work Ethics - Stay with a job until it is well done and complete, and do it to the very 

best of your ability. 

3.  Determination - As I had observed my parents during the Depression, draughts, loss 

of  a barn and feed due to fireé. They never gave up, their persistence to continue to 

farm in spite of the obstacles put in front of them.  They helped to form my own 

strength of character and determination never to give up on anything. 

4.  Attitude - I learned early on that it was important to have a positive attitude.  I believe 

one has the power to make positive changes with the help of family, friends, and God. 

5.  Potential - I was encouraged by my family to pursue my dreams, as each of us had the 

potential to accomplish whatever we set out to do and reach those goals.  More 

importantly, it is only through setting goals and never giving up that we achieve them. 

6.  Honesty - Always be true to yourself, your word, and activities.  We were always 

honest, even though it sometimes was painful. 

7.  Philosophies - My family was warm and caring, providing good moral structure and 

yet allowing room for individual growth.  This same philosophy was practiced with 

extended family members and community. 

 

I am always reminded how important education was in my family and how encouraging 

they were in every way possible even though funds were limited.  They also helped 

others, although this was done in a very private way. 

 

My brother, John was eight years younger than me and I can only describe him as a total 

joy to be with. 

 

He really loved his work in developing land in East Texas and raising registered cattle.  

He was in the Air Force during World War II, and his son, Johnny Hackney, was born at 

that time.  Little Johnny lived with my parents following my brotherôs divorce.  He was 

such a  great joy in all of our lives, and remains an important part of our lives to this day.  

With the death of my brother, his son is the only member of the family now living.  

Johnny graduated from North Texas University and makes his home in Weatherford.  He 

is involved in Real Estate and Antiques. 

 

My personal life has been filled with happiness.  I graduated from Texas Wesleyan 

College, and from the Graduate School of Social Work, University of Texas at Austin, to 

pursue a career in social work.  I married James M. Piester in 1941 who shared values, 

my love for, and devotion to children and family.  I was able to achieve many awards in 

my work for children and Jim was with me every step of the way.  It has been a 

partnership which helped me make significant contributions in the career I chose.  I 

worked for the State Department of Public Welfare, and in 1961 became Director of the 

Edna Gladney Home in Fort Worth.  I have been instrumental at local, state, and national 

levels in legislation and promotion of good childrenôs services.  I was very thankful to 

receive, dedicated in my honor for my lifetime of social work, a Professorship,  in the 

Graduate School of Social Work located at The University of Texas at Austin.  After my 

retirement from The Edna Gladney Home, I took time out to write about my experiences 
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in adoption and authored a book called FOR THE LOVE OF A CHILD.  I continue to 

volunteer in the field of adoption as I value the family system and feel every child has the 

right to a loving family, no matter what.  In 1994, The National Committee for Adoption 

established The Ruby Lee Piester Counseling Center in Washington, D. C. 

 

In May, 1996 Governor George W. Bush appointed me to his committee to promote 

adoption in the State of Texas. 

 

I believe strongly that without the values which were instilled in me by my parents I 

could not have accomplished all that I have.  My parents did their job well and I was 

fortunate to marry a man who made it possible for me to do the work I set out to do, by 

always being there to encourage me, to be strong for me when I needed it and to take 

pride in my accomplishments.  

 

Jim grew up in a loving two parent family with seven siblings.  He is a graduate of Texas 

A&M.  In 1942, he joined the Air Force, serving in the South Pacific for thirty-two 

months.  He retired from the Air Force as a Lt. Col. And retired from the U. S. Corps of 

the Army.  He is presently involved with raising cattle and investments. 

 

Jim and I have always been thankful for the opportunity to help others and we are 

grateful for our background of being  a close and loving family living in the rural 

communities of Tarrant and Parker Counties.  It is difficult to group the changes in our 

fifty -five years of marriageéwe want to continue to be a part of growth and positive 

changes in the future for all children. 

 

     Ruby Lee Piester 
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Ruby Lee was an enthusiastic  

child that grew up  

to dedicate her  

life to childrenôs services. 

 

Ruby Lee (Hackney) Piester joined by 

husband Jim Piester at the ribbon cutting 

for the Ruby Lee Piester Center for 

Adoption in Washington, D.C. in 1994. 

 

Other family members were Dr. Norman 

Ellis, pictured assisting with the ribbon 

cutting, also attending were cousin Dr. 

Donna Kolar, Georgia Duncan,  

and Mary Ruth Ellis. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruby Lee Hackney at age 3 all  

dressed up ready for her  

third birthday party! 

 

 

 

 

 

Author Ruby Lee Piester 

autographing her book 

FOR THE LOVE OF  
A CHILD. 
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Retirement Years 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim and Ruby Lee Piester. 

 

 

Upon Jim Piesterôs retirement from the 

U.S. Corp of Engineers the Piesters have 

enjoyed ranching and traveling. 

 

Ruby and Jim are ready for  

guests at their ranch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hay bailing time 1990ôs style. 

 

 

 

 

Visiting New Zealand with cousin  

Georgia Duncan pictured at the right. 
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WILLIE HAZEL (ANDERSON) REEVES 
 

Married May 26, 1918 to MINTER GUY REEVES. 

 
éé from the Trinity River Bottom to the Prairie Lands which abounded with native Buffalo 

Grass (present site of Hudiburg Chevrolet) éé.  this couple was fortunate to celebrate 50 years 

plus of a happy marriage as farmers, dairyman, and raising feed crops for their cattle as well as 

the food for their family. 

 

 The family story that follows is collaborated by their daughters Georgia Reeves Duncan 

and Mary Ruth Ellis as well as sons-in-law Herman Hardy Duncan Jr. now deceased, and Dr. 

Norman Dean Ellis, as well as grandchildren Deana Lynn Ellis Hoffman and David Wayne Ellis. 

 
 

 

As we tell and relive our family story in 1996 

we are humbled by the memories of caring and 

hard work of farm life in rural Hurst.  You see 

our mother and dad were farmers from sun up 

to sun down,  Sundays were a day of rest from 

farming with the exception of milking the cows 

but not of other obligations.  Our family was 

regular in attendance for Sunday School and 

Church at the Ishamôs Chapel Methodist 

Church, the forerunner of First United 

Methodist Church of Hurst.  We would return 

on Sunday evening for evening fellowship and 

Church service.  If there were revivals, usually 

2 services per day we always attended, the 

Hurst Baptist and Methodist always supported 

each other in attendance at revivals.  Another 

highlight would be to attend Sunday afternoon 

singings at Harrison Chapel where our Aunt 

Bertha and her family attended. 

 
Willie and Guy Reeves, ready for Sunday 

School and Church at Ishamôs Chapel 

Methodist Church. 
 

 When thinking of our beautiful memories of Church and the Christian fellowship we 

would  be amiss if we didnôt remember the great Church family reunions held annually where we 

enjoyed dinner on the ground at noon and good gospel singing in the afternoon:  Dinner really 

wasnôt on the ground!  There were tables and benches set up under a beautiful old tabernacle.  It 

is gone é. What a shame.  These gatherings served as the center of fellowship for these farm 

families.  The Vacation Bible School in June was also a much looked forward to event for the 

farm kids.  We always loved that week!  Edna Reeves Anderson (our Aunt) present member First 

United Methodist Hurst, was always involved with the Sunday School teaching as well as being 

sure we had a good Vacation Bible School.  Quite a lady é. We need more like her! 

 

 We share our family story by first sharing a personal diary as follows: 
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Personal Diary as recorded by Willie Hazel Anderson Reeves 

 

Minter Guy Reeves - Willie Hazel Anderson 

Married May 26, 1918 

 

Rented 2 rooms from Aunt Pet White;  lived there 2 weeks.   

Bought a crop of corn and cotton on Pipeline Road (just east  

of K-Mart.)  Hauled water in wagon with Nickôs red mules.   

Corn perished in 4 days from hot weather.  Finished  chopping 

cotton;  made 4 bales cotton;  lived there until November 11.   

Guy was discharged from service, moved that day over on  

Grapevine highway on Daddy Andersonôs place, 106 acres. 

 

Georgia was born June 19, 1919.  We lived there until August 1919.   

We had a little corn and little wheat crop.  Guy worked by the day  

down at his Dadôs ñdollar a day shopò where he got $2.00 a day.   

Moved in August 1919 to Dad Reeves place on river, 268 acres  

Handley-Ederville Road.  Farmed Dad Reevesô, dug well with  

digger $75.00.  We boarded with Mother & Daddy Anderson.  Had  

1 cow, 2 horses and1 mule Dad Reeves gave us.  Tilde milked on  

halves, milked in log shed.  Sold milk to Alta Vista dairies, picked  

up in 5 gal. Cans.  Later built barn, sold grade A milk.  Lived there  

until August 1922.  Uncle Doc gave Guy a horse (George.)  Moved  

to Daddy Andersonôs place just east of devilôs back bone (which is  

183 now - present Highway 10) contained 106 acres.  We paid $318.00 

cash rent.  Farmed, bought 6 cows and bull from cattle buyer on  

Northside.  Sold milk to Tennessee Dairy.  Lived there 6 years, moved  

January 19, 1929 to Mrs. Womackôs place in bottom on river which is 

Bo Ferguson place now, Grandson of Mrs. Womack, which is on Davis 

Trammel Road now.  Mary Ruth was born May 25, 1933 in Tarrant  

County.  Farmed on 1/3 grains and hay.  Milked cows and sold milk to 

Metzgerôs Creamery.  Cleared new ground for 3 years - 10 acres a year.  

Paid cash rent later. 

 

Farmed this place 17 years.  Lived there until July 4, 1944.  Moved to 4 

points on Grapevine Highway and Smithfield Road.  Dairyed there until 

1958;  sold 120 acres and  bought Mrs. Rodgers place West Watauga, 250 

acres, still dairying August 1968. 

 

Sold place at Four Points to Hudiburg in October 1966, moved to Richland  

Hills December 1966. 
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Home, thirties to mid forties,  located South of Hurst. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willie (Anderson) Reeves, pictured at  

the side of the porch, where the moss  

rose was usually in bloom. 

 

 

 

Guy Reeves, 1940, with team headed to  

the field.  The colt needs a lunch break 

before the full dayôs work is completed. 
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Georgia Reeves working Hereford cattle on Reeves farm. 

 

 

 
 

Mary Ruth Reeves pictured  

with Hattie Arwine Anderson  

in the early forties. 

 
 

Sam Corbin, with Ward, herding the cows from 

flood waters of Trinity River.  In picture, the 

pecan orchard, right in picture, have flood 

waters ñcoming upò all around the trees.  

Charlie Carl Christopher and Oran Shelton were 

also longtime loyal employees for  

several decades. 
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The Diary --- continued --- to the nineties  
 

 As this diary is read it is truly amazing to see the change that has occurred in the 

Northeast section of Tarrant County.  How the Anderson-Arwine-Reeves family has seen 

the ñBarbed Wire Fences disappear for the Thundering Freewaysò. 

 

 The Trinity River Bottom, South of Hurst, was called home to Willie & Guy 

where they were plugging out a living, where they saw daughter Georgia complete her 

education to teach.  Her first year to teach was in Hurst, as well as see their other 

daughter start to school. 

 

 The year was 1939, truly, a big year in this couples life! 

 

 Georgia wasnôt much older than the High School students she was teaching.  

Sunday afternoon would often be spent with school kids and others enjoying a horseback 

ride playing some of their favorite games such as Sheep Yardôs Gates Down.  Such fun! 

 

 The mid forties brought change as Willie and Guy moved to the prairie at Four 

Points (present site of Hudiburg Chevrolet). 

 

 Four Points was a busy intersection to this rural area in the forties and fifties.  The 

sixties brought about a giant earth mover and a major intersection change. 

 

 As depicted in home movies é grandchildren Deana and David Ellis, watched 

the giant earth mover from the front yard of their grandparents home which is the present 

site of Hudiburg Chevrolet. 

 

 Now, in the year 1996 - Deana Ellis Hoffman with husband Bill Hoffman and 

David Ellis with wife Debra and children Danielle, age 4, and son Duncan age 18 months 

are again experiencing and watching the progress and re-building of Loop 820. 

 

 Yes, the fresh vegetable garden and beautiful iris and rose garden that Willie 

always so beautifully kept and was enjoyed by the passers by would become memories in 

the sixties. 

 

 As the Reeves Family retired from active farming their choice for retirement was 

a home located in the center of Richland Hills where they could spend quiet hours near 

family and friends and be near the Richland Hills United Methodist Church where they 

were charter members. 

 

 Guy served as a school board member for Birdville Schools where he shared his 

strong support of a good school system, one with strong leaders and good teachers.  He 

believed in the teacher.  It was the pleasure of our parents to see both of their daughters 

and sons-in-law pursue a career in education.   
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 Willie and Guy Reeves believed in progress and knew the barbed wire fences 

must go to make way for the thundering freeways.  Yes, rural Americans were a people 

of vision, of which we, as daughters are grateful to be a part and to share their memories. 

 

Georgia Duncan 

Mary Ruth Ellis 

1996 

 

o o o o o o 

 

 

 

 

Willie and Guy pictured in 1965 with one of their favorite jobs,  plowing and  

tilling the garden, with the faithful plow horse, George.   

(Present site of  Hudiburg Chevrolet Loop, 820, and Highway 26).  Picture right, are 

grandchildren Deana and David Ellis, enjoying ñhelpingò plowing the garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willie, 

in 1949,  

with  

daughters  

Georgia  

and  

Mary Ruth. 

 


